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The talesShin Tetsuwan Ator2: Reloadng - The
new adventures of Astro Boghin Tetsuwan Atom: 3
Pairing - The adventures of Astroboy and NakidShin
Tetsuwan Atord: Ultimate - Astroboy: Death and Re-
birth are fanfiction based primarily on characters belong-
ing to the series d&stroboycomics and cartoons, whose
rights belong to the author Osamu Tezuka, his heirs and
Tezuka Production, and secondarily to characked
situationsbelonging to other comic and cartoon series,
such aKimagure Orange Roadlickey Maise Spider
Man, Red SonjaDorothea: Majo no Tetsutsulegs
Weaver Code GeassGunslinger Girl and Cupid's
Chocolatesas well ago the Rai fiction by Cinzia TH
TorriniF i n o a Ibattdta] Until theMast heartbedt
characters and situations that | mixed and fused together

into a unitary and original storyin addition, images
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taken from the Internet are included in the work for il-
lustrative purposes, without ascertaining the identity of
the respective authors.

| do not hold the exploitation rights of any of these
characters and images. If these publications are not ap-
preciated by the respective authors and publishing
houses, | will immediately withdraw them. In the same
way, | will immediately remove fronmy tales the im-
agesnot appreciatetly the respective authors and rights

holders.



This story is a work of fiction.
Any reference to real facts,
characters or events

Is purely coincidental






WHO'SWHO: BRIEF GUIDE
TO THECHARACTERSOF "TETSUWANATOM"

Atom Tetsuwan(lron Arm Atom): Original
name Tobio Tenma. Robot created by Uma-
taroTenmain the image and likenesd his son Tobio,
who died in a car accidenDisowned by his creator
when he realizes that he is unable to grow in height like
a human being, he is sold to a circus where he is renamed
Atom Tetsuwarand forced to perform fighting other ro-

bots, until HiroshiDchanomizuedeems him and takes
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him under his tutelage, striving to integrate himself into
the world of humandde looks like a 13/earold boy, he

is 143 centimeters tall and weighs 40 kilograhms has
black hair,upright on his head like two horns, along with
brown eyesHe has a power of 100,000 horsepower, jet
engines in the arms and legs that allawm to fly, built-

in reflectors in the eyes, two laser cannons in the indexes
of both hands, two machine guns in the buttocks, a thou-
sand times greater hearing than humans, he can dpeak a
the languagesf the world and understand the good or
bad feelings of his interlocutolSsrom his men-

tor Ochanomizu héarns a strong sense of justice and
the desire to build a peaceful coexistence between hu-
mans and robot#ie is very affectionatera protective

of his younger sistddran, whom he considers a weak

child and easy to get into trouble.



Tobio Tenma Thirteenyearold son of Uma-
taroandHoshieTenmaNeglected by his father (too
busy with his job ageneraldirector of the Ministry of
Science and Technology and his dream of creating a ro-
bot with human thoughts and feelings), he dies in a car
accidentHi s death is the openir

wanAt omo seri es.



Umataro Tenma Graduated ifPhysics and Ro-
botics Engineering at the University dérima, where he
stands out early for his genius, he is appointed general
director of the Ministry of Science and Technolo@Qyp-
sessed with the dream of creating a robot with human
thougtis and feelings, he neglects his son Tobio, who
dies in a car accidertthocked by grief and remorse, he
deepens all his knowledge and the resources of the Min-
istry to build a robot in the image and likeness of Tobio,
which he finally activate and takes to live in his

home.When he realizes that the robot cannot grow in
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heightlike a human, his affection for him turns into ha-
tred and rejection, and he sells him to a robot cirai:s.

ter the death of his wifeloshie, devastated by having
lost her son for the second time, he resigns from the Min-
istry of Science and makes him lose trdmit, continues

to follow the events of his creature from afar.

Hoshie Tenma: Birth nameHoshieSarutaDaug-
hter and granddaughter of famauoboticists, brilliant
university student, she falls in love withma-
taro Tenmaand marries him, dedicating herself full time

to the role of wife and mother of Tobio (as required by
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Japanese moralitynitially horrified by the robot cre-
ated in the image and likeness of her dead son, she later
becomes attached to him and comes to love him as much
as the real TobidVhenTenmasells the robot to a cir-
cus, she divorces and often goesircus shows in order

to seehim. Worn out by the pain of this second loss, she

dies of a heart attack.

Miss Honda: Woman of about 35, robotics re-
searcher at the Ministry of Science and Technol&gy:-

sonal assistant admataroTenmagshe is one of his clos-
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est collaborators and confidanghe op-
poseslenma'secision tarepudiate the robot he created

in the image of his dead son.

Hiroshi Ochanomizu Graduated in Physics and
Robotics Engineering at the University érimato-
gether with his friendUmataroTenma, he takes his place
as general director of the Ministry of Science and Tech-
nology.During a trip to Americahe witnesses a circus
show, and discovers the existence of a robot boy with the
likeness of Tobio, the son denmawho died in a car

accidentso he decides to redeemm and takes with
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him to Japan, where in the meantime he has obtained the
approval of a law that recognizes a series of rights to ro-
bots.He takes a role as a mentorAtom, enrolling him

in school, creating for him a father, mother and younger
sister, and instilling in him his sense of justice and the
desire to work towards building a peaceful coexistence

between humans and robots.

Yuko Kisaragi: Woman of about 25, Hiro-
shiOchanomizu'personal assistaat the Ministry of
Science and Technologlyoyal to her boss, hard worker,

serious and strict, and that's all about her.
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Ethanol and Rin Tetsuwarn Robots created by
HiroshiOchanomizuo be the father and mother

of Atom.
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Uran Tetsuwan Female obot created by Hiro-
shiOchanomizuasAtom'syounger sisterShe has a
powerof 50,000 horsepowekively, outspoken and in-
dependent, she is very attached to her brother, but cannot
bear to be treated by him like a chighe often gets into
trouble, whichAtom gets her out of, but sometimsise

provides unexpected help.
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Earl of Walpurgis: Misanthropic scientist living in
a castle in Bavaridde conceives the Omega Factor (a
microchip capable of making robots extremely intelli-
gent and evil) and tries in vain to persu&iiva-
taroTenmato install it on arobot of his own desigraf-
ter the ceation ofAtom, he uses his blueprintcopied
from SkunkKusai- to build Atlas in order to usaim to
conquer the worldenraged with his robeataidLiv-
lanfor accidentally destroying a statue, he dismantles
her, causing Atlas to rebdbrcing him to flee by car and
plunging him into a ravine, bute survives.Later, he
takesLivian hostageo force Atlas to steal a new exper-

imental weapon for him, and turns the robot woman back
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into his maidAfter Livian manages to escape, he is
killed by Atlas with a beam that incinerates him along
with his castle.

Skunk Kusai: A criminal, purely and simplyni-
tially servant of theEarl of Walpurgis, he propes
to UmataroTenmaon behalf of this onetoinstall the
Omega Factor (a microchip conceived by dlagl capa-
ble of making robots extremely intelligent and evil) on a
robot of his own design, obtaining a refuster the cre-
ation ofAtom, he copies his project and gives it to the

earl who uses it to build Atlas, of whidkunkbecomes
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the master of the criminal aAfter Atlasrebels and ap-
parently kills his creator, he flees to Metro City, where
he engages in all kinds of crimes with only one purpose:
to get rich.For this reasonhe frequently clashes
with Atom.

Atlas: Robot built by the Earl of Walpurgis, based
on theAtom projectcopied on his behalf by Skudu-
sai, in order to allow him to conquer the woilte ini-
tially looks like a 13yearold boy with red skin and
blonce hair.He is entrusted to the "care" of Skukk-
sai, who mistreats him to teach him the rudiments of the

criminal art.He rebels against his creator when he dis-
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mantlesLivian, the robotmaid who had shown him af-
fection, and after apparently killing the earl, he uses the
equipment in his castle to rebullivian and remodel
himself, giving himself a massive body 2rieterstall.

In addition to having all the powers Afom, he is able

to hypnotize him from a distance, being the two practi-
cally brothersHe builds a huge spaceship, the Crystal
Castle, in which he lives withivian. Being equipped
with the Omega Factor (a microchgonceived by the
Earl of Walpurgis,which makes robots extremely intel-
ligent and evil) he continuously hatches plans to destroy
mankind and become the ruler of the Univetkis leads
him to collide many times witAtom, whom he tries in
vain to bring to his sidéAfter discovering that hes the
brother ofAtom, while the Earth is attacked by an alien
race, he launches his Crystal Castle against the invaders'
mothership, producing in the collision a black hole that
swallows him and.ivian along with the alien ships be-

fore dissolving.



XXI

_—

Livian : Female obot built by the Earl of Walurgis
to be his maidShe grows fond of Atlas, who rebels
against s creator for herShe lives in the Crystal Castle
with Atlas, whomshe attempts to dissuade from his evil
plans;sometimesshe secretly helpdtom byrevealing
Atlas' plansWhen the Crystal Castle collides with
themothershipof an alien race that has attacked Earth
andbriefly producs a black holeLivian is swallowed

insideit along with Atlas.
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ShunsukeBan: Former private detective known as
"Nothing escapes my quick eye", now a teacher, nick-
named "Master Mustache" by his stude@sod friend
of HiroshiOchanomizu, and like him a supporter of the
civil rights of robots, he graciously welcom&sm to
his clss.Turbulent, opinionated and all too frank,
hetendsto overreactjump toconclusions very easily
and express himself harshi.good citizen lover of jus-
tice, he does not hesitate to intervene by shaking his fists
against those who creatbaosHis hobbies are judo and

flower arrangements$n his spargime, he still dedicates
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himself to the activity of private investigator, collaborat-
ing with Atom and with the policehe hasa longstand-
ing feudwith SkunkKusai, whooften laughsat him

over the phone.

Kenichi Shikishima: One ofAtom'shuman class-
mates, one of the first to befriend him with Tamao and
Midori. He is averyintelligent,outgoing, prudentstu-
dentvery devoted to his friendsle is elected

classleaderthanks to the decisive vote of Atom.
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Tamao : @meof Atom's human classmates,
one of the first to befriend him with Kenichi and Mi-
dori. Very intelligent and studious, he wears large
glasseshis drawing is partially modeled on Osamu Te-
zuka's childlike appearandde often berates Shibugaki
(the bully of the class) with salacious comments, then
seeking Atom's protection wheine latteresorts to vio-

lence
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Midori Hayashi Atom's humanclassmate, she's
the first to befriend himOutgoing and friendly, she
wears her hair in two pompoms on the sides of her head,
and uswually wears a green

means fAgreeno) .
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Shibugaki: Atom's classmate, son of an art collec-
tor businessmarT.all, sturdy, rough and violent, he often
bullies his weaker comraddde despises robots, espe-
cially Atom since he did not vote for him during the elec-

tions of the class leader and is opposed tainegance
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Inspector Tawashi Metro Citypolice detec-
tive. Unfriendly and grumpyopld-fashioned lawand-or-
der man, hetrongly hates robotand isextremely
quick to blamesomecrazedrobotfor major disasters,
including Atom if he is nearby, often clashing with Hi-

roshi Ochanomizu\er this point.
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Nakamura: Metro City Police Chief, superior of

Inspector Tawashijnlike him, he is an ally of Atom.
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Black Jack: Real name Kuro HazamBadly in-
jured by a mine explosion at the age of 8, he is saved
with a series of surgeries by a skilled doctor, and decides
to follow in his footstepd-e calls himself Black Jack
because "Kuro" in Japanese means "blagk".unli-
cersed surgeon by choice, he performs very delicate in-
terventions on people from all walks of life, but on the
condition of being paid exorbitant rates (which he then
secretly donates to charity), which has brought him a

very bad reputatiorHe hasan assistant named Pinoko.
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Pinoko: 18yearold woman with the appearance of
a 5yearold girl. Called to remove a teratoma (germ cell
tumor) from a teenager's abdomen, Dr. Black Jack dis-
covers the almost complete body of a twin sister inside
of the girl, fusing with her in the womb andgring like
a parasiteso, he decides to integrate the missing parts of
her body with prostheses and bring her to a normal life,
but when the family meets hdhey reject her in hor-
ror. Pinoko thus becomes Black Jack's assistahich
she considerimself thede factowife of, despite he

treatng her like a daughteGhe gets very angry when
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they mistake her for a baby, even though she looks just

like one.

Niki: Female obot built by Dr. Rindolph (military
scientist of the republic of Grotia) on the basis of a pro-
ject that Umataro Tenma had worked on before creating
Atom: a robot with human thoughts and feelings, but
with a neutron bomb inside that can be activated at dis-
tance.She looks like a 1-§earold girl, she is 143 centi-
meters tall and weighs 40 kilogransfiehas blonde hair,
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along with brown eyes like thm; she wears a red head-
band with small pearlsnda red gem in the centemdher
normal outfit isa longsleeved red dress with a white
apron, and red slippers

Atom meets her during her secret mission to re-
cover the stolen projeanitially fearful of him, she then
helps him to enter the base of which Rindolph is the com-
mander, passing him under the nose of the guards at the
entrance (thanks to the fabiat shdivesin that base and
is well known by all) Once inside, she confides to Atom
that she feels alone, because in that place no robot is like
her, and asks him to become her fristhen Atom is
trapped in a rocket and sent to the Sun to incineshte,
remains attached to the hull and frdem, despite Dr.
Rindolph having in the meantime activated the bomb's
detonatorreturned to base with Atom, she is dismantled
piece by piece by the scientist (who had previously
burned the project) to prevent the explosion, much to
Atom's pain who declaresdlove for herln the end, the

only part of er body that remains intact arehegs,
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which Atom takes with him to Japan and gets implanted

in place of his own to always carrgimemory with him.






SUMMARY OF EPISODER ATRQG FIRSTLOVEOD

- Who is there? Oh, a stranger...

- I'm scared... Better to escape...
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- 1 will not allow she to sound the alarm!

- Ah!
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- Leave me, please!

- I'm sorry, but I can't let you go!

- But... you are a robot!
- Yes, but you're also a robot, aren't you?

- No... What are you sayind’P not a robot...
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- Oh, I understood it from the strengitnich you hold
my armswithé Now you might as well tell me what

you came here to do
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- No, wait a minute: | want you to answer a few
questions firstAre you from the place? Do you know
the military base that is nearby?

- Of course | know it

- Oh, good... | would like to get in there, but not from

the main entrance... would you help me?
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- You can try to enter from here, but if you touch the
barbed wire the alarm will go odindthe laser cannons
will come into action...

- | have to try the same... Ah! There is high tension, my

clothes caught fire!
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- And now you also put the laser cannons ... they are too

strong for me!

- | have to retire! The only way out is underground...
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- Oh, thank goodness! | was afraid you were dead...
- We must escape quickly, before the guards arrive!

Come on!

- Dear me... | will never be able to enter that fort...
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- Well, | told you... But if you care so much, | can get

you in there...

- And how?

- Simple: we will pass by the main gate
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- Whaaat? But there are the guards...

- Leave it to mel

- Who is there? Ah, it's you, Niki...
- Yes, I'm coming back
- Wait! What is that robot that you drag behind you?
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- Here, it's for Dr. Rindolph...

- Yes, for his research... Okay, go ahead
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- You're really weird... Why didn't you tell me right
away that you live in here?

- Sorry, but why do you blame me? You wanted to get
in here and | let you in...

- You're right, sorry... Well, now | have to gearewell
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Wait, wait! | have to ask you a favor!

A favor? Tell me

Here, | have no friends here, and | feel very lonely...

| don't understand... in this base there are many
humans and many robots...

Yes, but unfortunately the robots of this base are
devoid of their own will, and cannot speak.would

love a robot friend...

But if you have these feelings, you have to be a very

sophisticated robot, don't you?
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- Would you like to be my friendPlease...

- Of course... My name is Astroboy

- | am Niki, and | was created by Dr. Rindolph, the
commander of this base

(Guardianrobots approach)

- Gasp! Let's hide!
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(The guardian robots send flying midrones to patrol
the area; Astroboy freezes like stone)

- Hey, it's me, Niki!
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(Theguardian robots calm down and move away)

- You saw them? | would never be able to make friends
with those monsters!

- | have to complete my mission before they find me!

- Al right, 1 hel p youé

- But if Dr. Rindolph finds out that you have helped an
enemy of his country, he will punish you

- |l don't care, | don't want to leave you!

- All right, comeoné
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- An automatic machine gun... Shelter behind me, Niki!

- Ugh... this security door is too heavy...
- The opening command & the bottom of that wall!
- With my laser beam, | should be able to destroy it...

It's done! You saved me!
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- The flight of stairs hagirnedinto a slide... Where did
we end up?

- | marvel at you, Niki: you are helping an enemy. [I'll
deal with you later: now get out of there, because |
have to destroy that spy!

- No, Dr. Rindolph! Please don't hurt him! | don't want

to!
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- Don't say nonsense! Astroboy, | know you, | know
why you are here: you have come to take back the
diagram of the robot carrying a neutron bomb inside...
but you arrive late, because | have already built that

robot.It's in front of you, it's Niki!

- Niki... it is true that you...
- Sorry,Astroboy...

- Now get out of there, Niki! Get out now!
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- Little Astroboy, to spies like you | reserve a special
death: this rocket will take you to the Sun, whose heat
will melt you ... and you will not be able to get out of

it, because the inside is covered with a magnetic

barrier that even you will not be alite pierce Ha ha
ha ha!
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- It'strue, | can't... but... this looks like Morse cod¥-..
[-K-I... it's Niki! She remained attached to the hull of

the rocket!
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- Niki, traitor, you want to free AstroboyWVith that
project | can build hundreds of robots lkeu; | don't
need you anymore! So | will activate the detonator of
the neutron bomb that is inside your bobtyan hour

you will explode with him!
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- If I tear this electrical cable, the magnetic barrier
shouldturn off...

- The barrier no longer exists! Hurray, I'm free!
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- Thank you, Niki: | owe you my life

- We haveto leave, Astroboy: the rocket will explode
shortly!

- You're right. Hold on tight!

- That damn Astroboy is coming back here... Sound the

alarm! Shoot them




- Help me, Astroboy! I'm falling!
- Don'tbe afraid, Niki, I'll save you!

- Now | will silence those cannons!

LIX
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- Dr. Rindolph give me that project now!
- Here... Idon'tneed it anymore!

- He destroyed it!

- I've built so many robots like Niki.ls she the one you
want? Take her away with you!
- Yes, buffirst | will destroy them all!

- Aaah! Help,someondelp me!
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- Let's go away, Niki!

- No, Astroboy, | can't come with you! Dr. Rindolph has
activated the detonator of the neutrdoomb that is
inside me... it will explode in thirty minutes, and no
one can prevent it! For me there is no hope, but you

can still save yourself!
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- Dr. Rindolph, I will help you if you deactivate the
bomb detonator!

- It'simpossible... Niki's whole body is a neutron bomb!
The only way to stop the countdown is to disassemble
her piece by piece... but then | will not be able to
rebuild her, because | destroyed the project with my

own hands!
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- | don't want people to die because of me... Dr.
Rindolph, do what you have to do!
- Okay, Niki... lie down on that operating table
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- You won't have time to escape anymore, Astroboy...
you'll die too... why?

- Why? I don't know either... | just know | don't want to
leave you... | think humans cdhis "love"... | love
you, Niki

- | loveyou too, Astroboy, | will love you forever...
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- Ooh, it's only a minute left...




- There are two seconds left... One... Uff, | made it!




LXVII
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- You did a great job, Astroboy... and for this you
deserve a prize: ask me everything you want!
- Dr. Ochanomizu... | would like him to mount Niki's

legs on my body, instead of mine... so at least a part of

her will stay with me forever...




CHAPTERI: FAREWELL OR GOODBYE?

Niki ... From the first momertte saw her, she had
seemed to him the most beautiful creature in the universe
... her wheaicolored hair, her eyes that scrutinized him
with fear as he got up from the ground after throwing
himself off the train that it waspgroaching the border
with the republic of Groti&@ A | am so al
b a sskedwhisperetb him in her persuasive voidé n o
ot her robot S | | th dbe mye é
friend?My name is Nikid Ah, what an agony it had been
to discover thashe waghe robot built according to the
project he had been commissioned to recover: a robot
containing a neutron bdminside!And when Dr.Rin-
dolph had activated the detonator, there had been no
choice but to dismantleer piece by piece, and with no
morepossibility of rebuilding becauséer construction
schemeavas nowburned ... "Don't leave me, Nikilie

O |

(



2

beggedshaking her handl love you, Atom," she re-
plied."l love you too, | will always love you" ... Niki,
Niki ...

"Hey, brother, wake up!Atom opened his eyes and
saw Uran, his younger sisterho was shaking him star-
ing with a worried and curious air at the same
time."Good morning, Uran ... What time is itRe
asked.

"Half past nine,” she said, opening the win-
dow;thenshe looked under the bed, went to the ward-
robe, opened it and searched insitféhat ae you look-
ing for?"he asked

"Your girlfriend," replied the robot girl, rummaging
in a trunk.

A Wh aladon't have airlfriend, least at alhidden
in the closet!"Atom exclaimed

"You cansellyour liesto mom and dad, but nad
me," replied the sister planting herself in front of him
with her hands on her hip8. have been hearing you

talking at night fortwo weeks, | love you, Atom', ' |
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love you too, Niki' ...Why don't you introduce her to
us? she askednischievouly.

"You arefantasizingas usual' he snappethunch-
ing hispillow on her "Leave me alone now, | have to get
dressed!"

"Okay, okay,"Uran chirped, hopping away.

Atom sat on his bed for a few more minutes, brood-
ing; how could his sister have heard Niki's voi&i®
really had a vivid imagination But it was true that he
had dreamed of her: until two weeks before, the night
was for him a period of unconscious rest, while now his
sleep was shaken by visions in which she spoke to him,
and called him ...

These argust fantasieshetold himself: Niki was
dead, and he would nevesresherhands again, they
would never look eye to eye Maybe it would be better
for him to forget her ... but the mere thoughtosing the
memory ofthe few hoursspent togethemade him suf-
fer even moreWhat could he do, anyway?



Enough of these gloomy thoughke decidedhe
took off his pajamas, pulled ashirt and a pair
of shortsout of a draweand put them ofunlike hu-
mans, robots didn't feel cold or hot, and they could
choose clothes more freely), th@ant down into the liv-
ing room "It's late," his mother told him with lov-
ing sternness.You must follow a healthy and regular
lifestyle, otherwise in ten days you will be too tired to
start school again”

"Okay, Mom," the robot boy promised.

"This year you will go to sevéin grade” his father
reflected, interrupting his reading of the newspajsh,
| forgot: Dr. Ochanomizu called, he wants you to go to
the Ministry of Science and Technology"

Atom winced;ever since he had returned from his
secret mission the world had seemed quite peace-
ful. "Did something serious happent® asked the par-
ent.

"No, nothing at all;' he reassured hintiThere is a

person who wants to meet you"
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As soon as he saw him from behind, sitting an a
armchair he recognized him immediately: he was Uma-
taro Tenma, his creator ... and also the one who had aban-
doned him giving him to the owner of a circus, until Doc-
tor Ochanomizu had redeemed him from his condition of
slavery by taking him under hesvn protection For an
instant mixed feelings struggled in his mechanical heart,
then a single word came out of his mouth: "Father"

“Tobio, my son" murmured the man embracing
him.

Al " m not Tobi o, 0 boyaphei e d
def ensi ve, beéaNavmynameisAtom'v e r

"Okay ... Atom," he replied darkly, then cracked a

smile."Ochanomizu told me about you ... how are you?"



"I can't complain," Atomrepliedt Dr . Oc han o
gave me a father, a mother and a little sistedhe en-
rolled mein school;hetakes great camef me... but why
are you here?

"He came to talk to me about his project ... some-
thing that interests you too," Dr. Ochanomizu ex-
plained."Please, you speak," he saidhe btherTenma
took a USB pendriveout of his jacket pocket and
plugged it into a socket on the monitor on the desk.

NnBefore TaoabéatAmog hefnlbeg:
worked on another scheme: a robot with intelligence and
heartsimilar to human onebut witha neutron bomb in-
side After Tobio's death | was angry with the whole
worl dé but now | ' mthdtsswhyel t o
pulled out ofmy private archiveand | decided to get
back hantl He pushed a button, atite building plans
Atom knew wellappeared on the holographic scredh

you put the Ministry's means at my disposal,” he said to
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his old friend, "I will radically modify the project: in-
stead of the bomb | will insert diagnostic tools and a laser
scalpel, and | will create a medical robot"

"A medical rolmt?" Ochanomizu exclaimed. B u t
Umataro, there are already many robots who carry out
the profession of doctors and nurses!”

"Mine will be more perfected than thosg®t exist
today... it will be a surgeon robgthe best surgeon in the
world!" Tenma replied, getting excited.You know t
I am not satisfied with ha
Atom a masterpiece, and | will do the same with this new
robot.You will help me?'he asked hopefully.

"For me it's fine"the other conceded "but on one
condition: you will have to realize it as ..."

"No!" Atom exclaimed, jumping up and clenching
his fists."Don't ask him!"

“But ... Atom" said the elderly scientist in pafh.
just wanted to ask him to build the new robot with the

likeness of Niki ... so ...



"But don't you understand, docto&iswered the
astral boy:'Even if youbuilt a robot identical to Niki
down to the smallest detaghe would have no memory
of me, of the moments spaagether, and for me to see
herwould be areven greater pain&ind ran away, while
Doctor Tenma, stunned, asked Ochanomizu: "But who

is Niki?"

*k%

After leaving the Ministry building, Atom stopped
after a hundred meters, and for the first tineeloubted
the goodness of his mentalid he really think he could
settle for a copyPlumans he saidconsider robat as
being all the same, as machines made in seri®, no
copy could ever give him his NikAll what remained
fort himselfwere the sweet memoriesf a pastost for-
ever... And then, Astro Boget the automatic navigation
function, closed his eyesd immersed himself in ¢h
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chaotic traffic ofMetro City, unconsciosly avoid-
ing cars and passeasid abandoning to memories, walk-
ing aimlessly for hours and hours ...

"Help! Somebody help melhat faint whispe
woke him uphe looked aroundand found he was next
to an old disused warehouse in a laandoned indus-
trial areaHe adjusted his superhearing by amplifying it
a thousand times, and was sure of it: there was someone
in danger'He slipped in, walked down a balcony, and
saw below dittle girl tied like a salami to a pillar, and
four men drinking and smokintf-ree me nowyouugly
bad guys!"she screamed with the breath in her throat.

"Shut up pbrat!" one of the thugs barketHow long
will we have to endure hgboss?'anotheraskedo his
chief.

"Until her daddy has paid the ransom," he sélial.
the meantime, though, you can cut off her fingeso
she'll have a good reason to scream”

AHey, gyouw serious®nr adraid!" the little

girl exclaimed as her carrablored hair stood on end.
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"Don't touch helf Atom shoutedthrowing on them
and putting them to a carpateafter anothepunching
and kicking The ringleader, who was only grazed,
grabbed an electric g - one of thelatestantirobotic
arms - and pulled the triggerthree long blackwires
spewed from the barrel wrappirige body of the little
robot boy and imparting an alternating curréatone
hundred thousandblts.

"Aaaahhhh!"Atom yelled as the darkness closed on
him, and from that darkness emerged the image of Niki
calling him: "I love you, Atom" she whispered holding
out her arms:Come with me, Atom ... come with me ..."

No! He exclaimedIf he gave up, what would be-
come of that little girI’Niki was dead, was dead for-
ever;instead,shewas alive, and she needed hdip.
long as the world needs Astro Bdye told himself,
I'll keep fightingHe tore off the wiresreached the crim-
inal and spreatlim out with a hook to his chjnhen he

turned to the hostagand saw thatér eyes were shining
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andher lips quivering:'You are saféhe tried to reassure
her as heintied."Please don't start crying right now"

The little girl's expression hardened suddeiily.
never cry, do you understani@ver!" she exclaimed in-
dignantly.

"So much the better," he repliethow I'll take you
home," he said, taking her in his arrttenhe remem-
bered that, since he had had installeid k i 6 splatee g s
of hisown - the only part of Brbody remained wholé
hecould no longer use the atomic rockets to'fBorry,"
hesaidputtingherback on the groundbutwe neegick

us up fromsomeong

*k%

"Take them away," Inspector Tawashi ordered his
agentsthen turned to Atomm How t he hell
know the car king's daughter had been kidnappéd?
have silenced the media so that they do not interfere in



12

the investigation ... but yeah, you always know every-
thing! " he muttered'By the way: Dr. Ochanomizu
asked me téook for you, and to take you to the Ministry

as soon as | found you ... so get in now," he said as he
opened the door of his car.

"But ... soon the antiobot curfew will start ... |
have to go home ..." he murmured.

“This time I'll turn a blind eye, feplied the police-
man."Now let's go, we have already lost too much time"

In the ChiefDirecta’'s office, Ochanomizu and
Tenma were waiting for hinfAtom, there is something
you absolutely must know," the first informed him.

ASt il | wi th vyoulralreadgetold r o b
you | don't car@® Atom warned them.

"There's one thing you don't know," Dr. Tenma in-
terjected.!"The robot | designed before you had a distrib-
uted artificial intelligence system”

"Distributed ... and what does that meaaSKed

the little robotboy, looking bored.



13

“The robotsmadeup to now" Dr. Ochanomizax-
plained"have an artificial intelligenceentralized, that
is erclosed in a computgrlacedin onesinglepart of the
body: the head, or, as in your case, in the ciiestma,
on the other hand, had experimented with a completely
different systent

Aln my projecto continue:
memory and feelings are distributed in a large number of
nanochips placed in every part of the bddythis way,
even if the head or chest were damaged, the robot would
not lose consciousness

“In every part of the body ... you mean that
... Atom mumured looking down at his legs

“That's right," the man confirmed.l n t bfe | e
that robot, whicthave beempart of youfor two weeks
her memories and dr personality are still preserved.
you agree, we could use thawm the first element to start
from ... so the new specim&mould be equal to the pre-
vious 100% "
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nlf | Ofacqgurse, le &yree!"Astro Boyex-
claimeddoing somersault$t Ni Kk i wi | | C 0 Mme

life! Hurray! Yuppie!



CHAPTERII: THE RESURRECTIONOF NIKI

"Are you going to Doctor Ochanomizé?so, to-
day???'Uran asked incredulously while his brother was
tying his tie."And you go there ... dressed like thasé
exclaimed, looking him up and down.

"Sure,” epliedAtom smoothinga creasef his
pantswith his righthand "Today is a special day"

"A new conceptrobot will see the light oflay to-
day,” Ms. Rin explained'lt is logical that your
brotherwants to attend the event"

"Maybe ... but it doesn't convince me," muttered
therobotgirl, tapping her foot nervouslyl've never
seen him so dressed up ... he looks like he's going on a
date, not turning on a new robot"

"Please, son, come back before curfew," the father

warned him.
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"All right. Good day, mom, di Uraro he greeted
them as he left the houdde didn't even react tmy digs
Uran thoughtNo, he's definitely nahyusual brother

Atom had a good reason to be over the madier
Dr. OchanomizuemovedNiki's legs from his body, he
and Tenma had been working day and nighafareek,
and finally the big day had arrivetShewill be perfect,
just perfect, like all my creations” Dr. Tenma began,
ebriated by his own worda. Selwill have two latest
generation pulsed light laser scalpels ihsthin her
hands, aevice to perform ultrasound scans instantly and
a heart rate monitor, o he

"What will her physical strength be?sked the
Minister.

"One hundredhorsepoweérreplied the scientist.

"Only?!?If | remember correctly, Atom has a
power of one hundred thousahdrsepower ... "

"You can't put everything and the opposite of eve-
rything in the same body,” explained Dr.

€
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Ochanomizu’! We havechosen to sacrifice power to ef-
ficiency ... and after all, a doctor does not need to be very
strong"”

“This is true," the politician admitted, "but wghe
at least be polyglot?"

"Sure," the two said in unisothen Tenma went on:
"She will be able to speak all languadike Atom, and
we have also enhanced the language circuits to make her
able to argue with patients ... she will have a good gab,
you'll see!"he exclaimed satisfte

"Doctor Ochanomizu, we have finished the last
checks" interveed Yuko Kisaragi, his assistatitVe
can start when you want"

"Well ... then everyone to their seatb® or-
dered.From the window, Atom could see the technicians
connecting long cablde the inanimate body of hisil,
reassembled as he remembelned control lights went
on and off, then Dr. Ochanomizu pointed to a lever to his
colleague and friendTo you the honor," he said.
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"Thank you, Hiroshl' Tenma lowered the lever,
and the room below lit up with glowiki opened
hereyesblinked twice, raised herself on her elbows,
then got off the table and took a few steps forward.

AShe i Niki head comeeback to lifeThanks,
Dr . Ochanomi zu, a rDdd! it Aht aonnk s
was no longer in his skin with joyCan | go to her?"

A A | i t t | eboy!o@chanamjzu aid
amused'At least wait for heto wear a dress!"

"A dress?Ah, yes!"he murmured embarrassed.

A quarter of an hour later Tenma introduced them
to her new creaturéLadies and gentlemen, here is the
ASX-20001 model, Niki'"Therobotgirl, wearing the
same red headband, the sanhengsleeved red
dresswhite apron anded slippersshe wore the first
time they metgcurtsiedand said solemnly: "Nice
to meetyou," then flashed a splendid smile.

A Oo o hohalh those present exclaimed oho-

rus."How cute she is!said many women (and some
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men)iDoct or Tenma,genusl thefear e t
male doctor Hondasaid;Dr. Kisaragi glared at her and
she murmured "I mean ..."

"Don't worry," Ochanomizu reassured h&yma-
taro and | have always been in friendly competition since
university ... but he has always been one step ahead of
me, and once again he hasn't proven wrong"

Due to hisshortstature, Atom took a while to make
his way through all those peoplehen he finally
reached the front rolwe approached hesmiled and
simply said: "Welcome back, NikiNiki saw him,fixed
hercharming brown eyesn him, and suddenlyenface
became a mask of pure terraith a shoveshe pushed
him away from lerself and hid behind DTenma's legs
s hout i n gpleasefi 8eadd him awa$end him
away!"

Atom felt the world collapse on him.Ni ki é 6 h
mur mured, Adon' it'smeo.dimAt@nc ogn

... ", but she kept screaming," Dad, send him away! "
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“If you want me to send him away" Tenma
askedbewildered'at least tell me why"

"Because he wants me dealjki said starting to
cry.

The man leaned over her and hugged her ten-
derly."Come with me," he said, and the two left the
room to the amazement of those present.

Three hours later Tenma, Atom and Ochanomizu
found themselves together again in the lattstls
dio. "How are you?'he asked

"He's sleeping now," Tenma replied'm sorry,
Atom, but at least for now she absolutely doesn't want to
see you"

"But howis it possible?'asked therobot boy "I
would nevethurt her!"

"She didn't say you want to hurt her,” he ob-
served.'She said yowvant her dead

"But what difference does it make&tom replied.
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"Niki has a more refined linguistic circuit than
yours, and thereforehechooses the words very care-
fully,” the man explained, then placed his hands on
At o miiogldersi At om, now you have
rything that has happened to you in the thste
weeks;every little detail, however insignificant it may
appear to you "

"All right". For forty minutes he exposed every de-
tail of his days, from the nocturnal dreamsvhich he
saw her to the confrontation with the kidnappers of that
child. Finally, Dr. Tenma folded his arms, closed his
eyes, and was silent for long minutes.

"So?"Doctor Ochanomizu asked fearing he had
fallen asleepTenma opened her eyétthink Niki has
suffered a memory block," he said gravely.

AA me mo r yhaths, armdsia®xclaimed
the otherii B u w, wihy®We had just activated her "

"While herlegs were attacheid Atom's body, their
minds somehow hybridized," Tenma explaingédVh e n
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Atom was asleep and his brain was inactive, Nrds
nochipstook over;this is the reason whyou saw her in
the dream, and stspoke through your mouth ... in a cer-
tain sense, in those moments you were her "

Atom was flabbergastetiThen Uran was right ...
But what does this have to do with ..."

“The hybridization process is always tway," he
interrupted him'When you werdit by the electric dis-
chargeyour mind'wrote'in Niki's memory what you
were thinking at that moment ... and you were thinking
that Niki was dead"

"Do you mean that ... | was the one who blocked
Niki's memory?"Atom murmured in a trembling voice.

"You did not do it consciouslyconcluded Tenma
disconsolately, "buhow that's the way it is ... In the next
few days | will subjectherto further tests, but the tech-
nology of distributed nanochips is new to me too, and for

now | don't know ifshe will ever recover hanemories
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"It's not right!Why did you bring her back to life
if she is no longer the sanfeiied the little roboboy,
punching the man's chefty a moment Dr. Ochanomizu
feared he would Kill him, then realized that Atstil
had enough selfontrol to moderate his superhuman
strength!'lt's not right!lt's not right!"he repeated as

tears streamed down his face.






CHAPTERIII: NEW FRIENDSHIPS

At 8 o'clockon March21 2235, punctual as clock-
work, the 1,500 students of the Fukuyastitutegath-
ered in the main halb sing theKimigayo, the Japanese
national anthem, and to celebrate lieginning of the
new school yeamfter which the studentsachwent to
the class indiated tahem.

"Atom!" Kenichi Shikishimaexclaimedhugging
him. "How nice, we will study together again!"

“It's a pleasure for me too, Kenichi" answerfeiro
Boylookingaroundii Ar e y ou Tantagkne t 0 «
you, S h i headdiedsed ¢he other twodass-
matesfrom elementary school.

"Yeah ... apparently I'll have to put up with you
again this year," said tHatter with his usual contemptu-

ous attitude.
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“The principalhas decided to keep all the previous
classes together,” Tamao observdao badhés no
longer there ..."

"Good morning everyone, guyshterrupted a
deep voice welknown to them'Ma-Master Mustache
are youhere?!?"they exclaimed in unison.

"Well yes" confirmed the teacher/detect &hum-
sukeBan,namedNothing escapes my quick eye', asked
to be transferred to thanior highschoolr an k s é s o
be with you for another three yeaBt now sit down: |
have to introduce you to two new studem&nd he went
to open the door.

When he saw her, Atom was stunn@d:-Niki!" he
murmured.She ignored it on purpose, went to the elec-
tronic board and wrote her full name on it, then intro-
duced hersel f: A Miiceroamaet i s
y 0 ushe®aid with a smile, and made a deep bow.

"How beautiful"many male students ex-

claimed;"What a strange accent ... wilhe be for-
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eign?"some of theirfemale companions asked them-
selves, while others commentaddly: iShe wear a re-
ally pict ur"8likidgsue robdtr likes aue o
Atom" explained the teachéit was created by
Dr. Umatao Tenma, who legally adopted hender the
law onthe civil rights of robots"

"So shés a robot ... what a disappointmentds
the unanimous response of the male pupisit she is
very pretty all the same" observed some lofng "It
seemed to mghewas too perfect ..." themale students
murmured insteadsqg Doctor decided to adopt her
Atom thoughtMaybe he wants to amend himself for
abandoning me .Anyway, | think he will be a good fa-
ther to Niki;in fact, I'm sure he told himself, and felt
relieved.

AThere are manywhererde gou pl a
want to sitdook, there'sa free seat right next to
At o ma8hunsuke Ban observed.

"Thank you, teacher. but | prefer to sit there" Niki

replied pointing to an empty dle next to a girl which
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had her hair in higiset pigtailsand worea green
dress'My name is Midor Hayashi... nice to meet
you' shewelcomedher.

"Okay ... now I'll introduce you tthe second new
student"the mansaidsorry.The newcomer scrutinized
thosepresent with her hazel eyes and began to say: "My
name is Hikaru Hiyama ...then she saw Atorand ran
to meet him, hugged him and exclaimed joyfullyty
savior!"

"Y-you here ...?fnurmured the little roboboy,
very embarrassetBut look at them ... they look like
two lovebirds!"his companionmsinuatednali-
ciously."Do you already know each other&Sked the
teacher.

"He saved me from lunch of criminals who
hadkidnappedne,” she trilled with hearshaped
eyesfi Yo U shoséen hlavmeé he wa
hero)And now we find oursel ves:

just a sign of destidyDon't you think so too, Atoni?
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"I don't know ..." he shielded himself, glancing at
Niki, but she showed no sign of interest.

"Come on, now pay attéion to me!"said Master
Mustache clapping his hands twic&First of all, you
will have to elect younewclass leader ... who is apply-
ing?"

"I have already held this position last year" Kenichi
stepped forward, "and if you vote foreagain, | will
continue to defend the weakest students from the bullies"

"Pfui," Shibugaki retortedIf you vote for me, you
canget into my father's playground for free," he offered,
puffing up his chest.

"Don't touch this button," Tamao interruptédast
year you took us on a roller coaster with you, the mech-
anism broke down, and if Atom hadn't interveneow
wewould all be in the afterlife

"Mind your business four-eyed!"he threat-
enedraisedhis fist.

ACal m down,YouchaJetwo chadates!

before you, thervote!" ordered the teacher, then
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counted the green and red lights on the blackbdhard.
credible!"he exclaimed, "perfect parity again this time
... Atom, but did you vote?"

"Sure" he said "for Kenichi, like last year"

"I also voted foKenichi" added Hikaru, "he
seemsnore sympathetic than the other"

“There is a student who has not yet voted ... it's you,
Niki" observedhe old manOh no!Atom told him-
self.If Niki hates me, she'll give her vote to
S hi b u dNi&i khought about it for a while, then hit
the green button.

"Kenichi is the new head of clagstoclaimed the
teacher’l knew ... robots are all the sametuttered
Shibugaki.

"Well, now let's start the lesson" Shunsuke Ban in-
terrupted them'ln 2021, while the Great Pandemic was
raging,most ofthe countrie®f the world deitledto cre-

ate amilitary-medicalExpeditionary Forcéo ..."

*k%*
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AWhy did it take you so
vote for KenichiaVas it such a difficult choice?Hi-
roko asked at the end of the lessons.

“I'll tell you ..." Niki answered as she put books and
notebooks in the foldetThe fact that Atom had voted
for him earlier didn't work in his favor ... thenhlought
that, compared to that arrogant bully Shibugaki, Kenichi
was the lesser evil"

"Really?"said the other in amazemetit.mean,
you and Atom are both robots, so ..."

"Do you think robots are made with a stencgfé
froze her"We robot are all different from each other,
just like you hunans.Atom is Atom, Niki is Nikio and
left the classroom.

In the corridor Atom met hetNiki, would you like
to come and do your homework at my houde®'asked

hopefully.
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"My father warned me that we would end up in the
same class," replied tmebotgirl, pulling away."l de-
cided to accept his decision, because | love him ...
butoutside of school | don't want to have anything to do
with you"

"But Niki ... | didn't do you anything wrong ..." he
tried to justify himself, when Hikaru Hiyama ap-
proached'Sorry, did | interrupt an important conversa-
tion?"she asked curiously.

“Not at all' replied Niki walking away"He's all
yours"

"Atom ... wouldyou like it if | came to do mjpome-
work at your house todaythe girl begarwithout many
preambles: If you like ..." he murmured still in pain.

"Really?Hurray!" she exclaimed throwing her

arms around his neck.

*k%k
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"Do you want another cookie, dea’®bm's
mother asked politely.

AThank you, buMlve alreadyceaten
four; | have to contain myself, otherwise | will become
as fat as a balloon!saidHikaru, while in a corner of
theliving Uran stared at her askance.

"Do not make compliments, HikarWir. Ethanol
urgedher kindly. "After all, you're onlythirteen, it
seems too earlyougo on a diet"

"My mother always says that good habits are
learnedas achild and are preserved throughout lidfe
proclaimed virtuasly, "sol decided to prepare myself
right away, to be ready for the big day"

AThe ' Andgvhatwvawd'it Be? "Ms. Tetsu-
wan asked

AThe day I, Hi karu Hiyam
wife, 0 she replied.

A Wvow???Atom's w-wife?"At omoés f at he

sistercried out in unison."B-but y-you are
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..""Atom! What did you putinto your head?his
mother said in turn.

“I didn't put anything into my headAstro
Boy tried to explain byspreading his arm&You tell it
Hikaru ..." hepleaded.

"Don'tblame  him, pleasé,the girlinter-

jectedin At om doesn't know anyth

hadn't told him ye tsaedHny,
life; and when | foundhim at school, | realized that
fatewants us to be together fomv... | do not pretend
you to like meright now, but I'm sur&knowing each
otherbetter,you will judge me worthy to marry your son,
" she concluded bowingGive me a chance, Mr. Dad,
Mrs. Mom ..."

AWel | , it wi lysarsbefokegou are
of ma r r i MsgTetsuwag equlctconsiderprag-

matic "You have plenty of time to reconsider"

€



CHAPTERIV: DOUBLE DATE

Two monthshadpassed sincéné beginning of the
school yearand as always happens in such contexts, the
first hierarchies were beginning to take shdp&. our as
signment is perfect, Niki: you deserve full markad
you people, take an exampldllaster Mustachéarked
at the human pupils.

“Niki is very good at studying,” Tamao ob-
served!'She is even better than meand besides she is
very nice to be a robot"

"You guys are naive,” Kumiko said sarcas-
tically. "You let yourself be duped by her foreign accent
and her peasant dress, and you don't realize that she is
haughty, unpleasant and without a shred of a friend"

"Don't talk about her like thatKenichi inter-

vened."You don't know her, so you can't judge her!"
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"Why, do you know her well, instead8he re-
torted."It's useless, you males only look at the external
beauty ..." she concluded resignedly, walking away.

Atom paid no attention to that scuffleis thoughts
wereentirely focused on one questjalways the same
how to get Niki'smemory back™ow to unblock her
mind, and make ér remembeshe had saveldim when
the missile he was locked in was launched into sgace,
incineratein the sun'How could he persuade her that he
could never hurt her because he loved Er?Tenma
had subjected her to many thorough examinations, but
achieving nothingand in the meantimeshe did
notevenallow himto come near,u.chwas her fear and
distrust ...

After school, as usual, Niki walked through the park
that separated thfeukuyaninstitutefrom Tenma home,
whenshe saw on érway a girl by the apparent age of
17 who wore thehigh schooluniform.i St o p , Ni
Tenmal!Don't go any further! $he apostrophized her.
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"Do we know each other, senpaliki said po-
litely, using thetitle with whichthe young students ad-
dressedheir older classmates.

Al ' m Chi hiro Ozawa-tobotpr es
St udent themyatgriaus figarentroduced her-
self.

“The Anti-robot Student LeagueWiki repeated in
amazementder father, Dr. Tenma, had told reyout it:
it was one of the many associations that opposed the
recognition of the civil rights of robots.

"Robots were not created to go to school with hu-
mans, but to work in the fields and factories," ruled
Ozawa."'Leave your studies, it's better for you"

AYou know nothing about
sires, my dreamshereforeyou do not have the right to
decide my life! "cried therobotgirl, and started to pass
by.

"Too bad for you," the other hissed.

Suddenly two othelemalestudents one short and

stocky, the other tall and thinemerged from behind a
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fountain and grabbed her arms and lifted her off the
ground."We hold her tight, president!'they said satis-
fied to their leader.

ALeave uglgwitchegsheave me, | said 0
Niki shouted with all her strength, but in va@hihiro
Ozawa pulled out a stiletto and approached her with a
grin. "Now I'm going to leave an indelible mark on your
pretty plastic face,5he announced.

Now or neverkhe toldherself sherocked,took the
momentum, and jumped backwards on the shoulders of
the twogirths who were forced to leave her, then kicked
Chihiro's wrist causing her to fly away the weapion;
nally, she umped spun around, propping tesif up on
thegirl's shoulderslandedbehind her
andkickedheronthe backsideending her legs in the
air on her companions, but suddenly she felt very
weak.Oh no!I'm running out of energy!
shethoughtshocked.

In the meantime, the three assailants got back to

their feet quickly and were joined by four other girls
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armed with bowling balls, scythes and stegbed
sticks."Let's tear heto pieces" ordered the leader, when

the air was torn by the unmistakable sound of attwme

siren.

Al t' s tHerecomas the poleceéxclaimed
a hooligani What do we ldomtwagtoe si c

go to jail!" another begged.
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AYou are very | uckhkeluckybr at

forever.L e t 6 s !" theepresidept exclaimadnning
away together with her kohai.

Whenthey disappeared from her sight,
Kenichi Shikishimaapproached hefAre you okay,
Niki?" heaskedanxiously."We have to go awalgefore
they come back ..."

"Go away? don't think about it at all! She re-
torted."When the police arrive, I'll tell them in detail"..

"The police will never come" interrupted the class-
mate.

"What are you sayingiki replied indignantly |
heard the siren, soon a patrol will be here ..."

"Did you heatthis," the boy explainedhe put his
hands over his mouth and let @averal timeshat same
sound, theraddedsmiling: "My father works as a doctor
in the hospital located near our houlseé been listening
to ambulance sirens since | was bomd ao | learned to
imitate them
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The little robotgirl was beside heelf with wonder,
thenshe composed heelf.i Yo u s av eydo umewe r
truly heroic.T h a n k arydoshedkissed him on the
cheek;then she took a few steps, turned to greet him and
ran straight towards the house, wh{lenichi's face

turned red as a pepper.

*k*k

A Thelittle great Atom, the Astro Boy, defeats the
gang of the hola’epeated alouMaster Mustacheead-
ing the ninecolumn headline in thenewspa-
per."Bravo Atom, we are proud of youkonfirmed his
classmateslapping their hands ... all except Niki.

At theend of the lessortkerobotboytried yet an-
other sortie"Niki" he began, keeping fowsteps away,
“this afternoon they inaugurate a new amusement park,
and | would be very happy to go there with you ..."

"No, thank you," she replied cold as ever, and

started to walk awayAtom ran after her and stood in
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front of her."Well, why do you hate me!e blurted
out."You heard what the teacher said, I'm not exactly a
bad subject ..."

"I heard, | heard" Niki snortedThe great Atom,
the Astro Boy, the national hero ... but when | was about
to be killed by a gang dhugsyesterday afternoon,
where were you?he addressed him pointingtfinger
at him.

"Have you been attacked by a gang of thudp?"
asked in amazememntut she paid him no further atten-
tion; "Kenichi, wait: | have to talk to youshe shouted
to their companion as she ran after hWhat
doesKenichihave to do with ihow? Atom wondered
and decided to follow them without being noticed.

Meanwhile Niki had joined the bo¥i still wanted
to thank you for helping me yesterdagliie said, then
realized that Atom was spying on them hiding around a
corner;thenshe folded lerhands and looked aehcom-

panion with hercharming brown eye&This afternoon
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they inaugurate a new amusement park ... would you like
to accompany me?"

Altough he didn't need to breathf&om felt like he
was going to die of suffocatiokVith his superhearing
he felt the rapid beatingf his companion's heart, and in
his mind the words spoken by the teaclaring the bi-
ology lesson rang out: 'Male animals are irresistibly at-
tracted to females of the same spedigs. a law of na-
ture, which also applies to human beihygw, Kenichi
was a male, Niki a female, and although his friend knew
well thatshe was a robot, he seemed tarfesistibly at-
tractedto her and Atom... Atom wasirresistibly jeal-
ous."l agree," the boy finally said.

"Perfect" said the little robagirl satisfiedi T h e n
see you at 5.30 pm in front of the ticket offiéed don't
worry about the money, I'll payandshe walked away.

Atom stood leaning against the wall for long mo-
ments, heartbrokethen he realized that Hikaru had ap-
proached him and was scrutinizing him with curios-

ity. "Atom, are you feeling sick@he asked.
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"l have nothing," he tried to reassure her, then he
had an ided'Hikaru, would you like to come with me
this afternoon ..."

ATo the new a@fuceueseatshe t
trilled gleefully.al was | ooking for
this is a sign that we are truly soul mates! What time will
we meet? "

"At 17:30, before ... well, no, a hundred meters be-
fore the ticket," said the little robbby ashameaf him-
self."And don't worry about the money, I'll pay"

"Of course," Hikaru replied’Are you or are you

not my knight?"

*k%

"Well, Atom, what have you gotMikaru ex-
claimed sadly'We went to coffee, karaoke, photo cam-
era, roller coaster, horror tunnel, and you didn't hug me
even once, not even when | screamed in fegou don't

act like a lover ..."
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Because I'm nah love with you, but with Nikhe
would have liked to answer hansteadhereplied:ii | ' m
sorryée | have no eXxlpasrhe enc
told himself,with the right person you would know what
to say and do ...

For two and a half hours he followed Niki and
Kenichi step by step, going to the same places, doing the
same things, and dragging poor Hikaru with him, una-
ware of everythingl'm a worm he thoughtAt that mo-
menthe saw themvalking towards a bench and said to
his classmate: "Stay here, Hikaru, I'll be right back"

"But where are you going®he asked surprised.

"Get you candy floss," Atom replied.

Kenichi sat on the bench and took a long
breath."I'm tired ... | think we've seen everything there
IS to see," he exclaimed.

"Kenichi, | have to tell you something" Niki mur-
mured."It's something that will hurt you, but | can't
keepmyselfin it"
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He smiled at her'Do you want to tell me that you
came with me to spite Atom?"

She put her hands to her fatéou ... you knew ...
| guess | am a horrible person in your eyes ..."

"No, just a qirl inlove,” he assured hetYou
know, when | was little my father, to make me fall asleep
in the eveningused taead me medieval noveisat told
of samurai, princessesd geishas ... and in those sto-
riesthere was always a woman who tried to make her
lover jealous by pretending to try interestimother So,

| went along with your game to see how far you would

go

"L-look you're wrong!'"Niki exclaimed.il ' m not
love with Atom at all!l hate it, | can't stand itndeed |
hate him, | hate him with all my strength! "

"l don't understand whythe boy commented phil-
osophicallyi Any way, At ormo,pleasenfy f r
you don't want to have anything to do with him, tell him

openly, and don't use me or others as a screen anymore "
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"Here'sthe candyfloss, Hikaru" said Atom handing
herthe stick! Sorry for the del ayé'
“I'm not hungry anymore" she replied depressed

"and | don't want to stay here anymore ... Take me home,

please”

*k%

AKeni c hl have woatalk to you! Astro
Boy exclaimed the next mornirag they walked towards
the school entrancéTell mewell," he said.

"l just wanted to tell you ... I'm proud to be your
friend," Atom proclaimed with tears in his eyes, and

hugged him.






CHAPTERV: THE ANDEAN FLUTE

"Niki Tenma" said Karen Minamino solemnly, ad-
justing her glasses, "after reviewing your application and
evaluating your impeccable school recdrdhave de-
cided to admit you to our glorious Journalism Club"

"Thank you, president,” Niki replied, bowing
deeply."l will not disappoint you"

AHave you studied the
Niki? What does Article 5 say? "

"l learned it by heart," replied the little robgirl
proudly."Article 5 saysiEvery member of the Clulust
submit to the unquestionable judgment of the President
for publication, at least one article a y8ar

AExcel | extcted |pesiderd compli-
mented"And article 2, what does it say?"

"Every member of the Club must obey the orders of
the President," Niki rattled.
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"Well" said the senpai, "then | will give you imme-
diately a job that will allow you to fulfilyour annual
obligation | want you to write an article about an auction
house in Shinjuku distriche place opens three
hours.Ah, and bring with you a friend who is a good
photographer: an image is worth athousamalr d s 0 s h
concluded, handing her a bag containing a camera and
four interchangeable lenses.

"It will be done,president,” theobotgirl said as
she took heleave.

A goodphotographer And where do | find itShe
mused ashe walked out from the scho@hibugaki is
crude and ar r odganchi,éeisatgeng o e s
tleman ... but | have already exploited him once, | don't
want to make him suffer agaihamao is too skinny to
carry such a heavigag, andshe smiled at the thought of
her little classmate grappling with that big lo&li g h é
I have to ask thasanyadf or
vances, I'll give him a slap on the fatat he'll remem-

ber for a lifetime, she finally concludedOf course,
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Niki, you have to be respectetind with that determina-
tion, she made his way to thieetsuwarhome.

"Goodmorning,baby; she smiled and bowed'm
Niki ..."

"Aaaah, | get it'"Uran exclaimedwidening his
eyes."You are Abm's gir... Mmmmmhhhh!"

"F-forgive her, she says everything that goes
through her head,” Atom murmured holdimgr
mouthshutwith both hands'Can | do something for
you?"

"Nothing special .." she replied with feigned non-
chalancefi | | u s writelaraavtiele abonit an auction
house inShinjuku;so | thought I'd give you the honor of
accompanyingne, and taking some pictures ... but if you
don't feel like it ... "

"Of course | feel it!" exclaimed the robot boyl'll
do whatever you ask me!"

AAN auct Wowlwanta me?toolhis
sisterinterjected.
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“It's not a game, Uran, it'a seriousthing!" he
scolded her.

“I know i t aserious thing," the little girl
snapped:Don't always treat me like a child!"

"How do you mean?Atom replied."You area
child!"

“No, I'm not!" she retorted.

"Yes, you are!"he remarked.

"Why don't you wat him to come with usNiki
interjectedwith her common sens#-or me there is no
problem ... on the contrarghecould keep the bag while
you take the photos and | interview the buyers"

Atom sighed!"Well, if that's okay with you ... then
you can come, Uran"

Al ong the way he asked
joined aj o ur ncub?Bust tvasrdt your dream to be-

come an excellent surgeon? "

h
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"S0?0ne does not exclude tioet h e r @pliedi k i
with a sure air'l will be an excellent surgeon and a tal-
ented reporter, | will save lives with the scalpel and | will
inform people with the pen ..."

"Okay ... as long as you do not reverse the tools of
the trade'he remarked jokingly, but the joke did not get
the desired effect.

"Ugh, you are always the same juddjeghe
snapped:Oh, it's starting to rain ..."

“That's normal, since we're in the rainy season,"
Atom explained’And anyway, a journalist must be
ready for any eventuality"

"That's true,” the robot girl confirmetin
fact,| brought an umbrella, and it's big enough
for two persons.. come down here, Uran"

“I'm sorry, brother" she said showirlgm her

tongue, "but this time you really aeoking for it"

*k%k
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"Hook upto lot number 5," thauctioneean-
nouncedi An Andean f |l ute cénati ni
tury,st i | | i ntacté 1t whoafft s
fers more? "

"Eleven thousand" said a big man in a raincoat with
his face half hidden by a widaimmed hat.

"“Twelve thousand" added a sprightly old m&he
first bidder was surprised, then said: "Thirteen thousand"

"Fourteen thousaricdsaid the elder'Fifteen thou-
sand" continued the othéfixteen thousand", "Seven-
teen thousand", "Eighteen thousand" ...

"The competition is getting interesting," Niki whis-
pered to Atom’ Quick,take a picture of the exhibit!"

"Immediately0 Atom aimed the camera, shapped
the photo, and the flash of the flash dazzledlbatterfor
aninstant;then he recovered and proclaimed: "Sold for
eighteen thousand yen!"

"Hey, that's not right the big man exclaimedl
made a sign and offering nineteousand’
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“I'm sorry, sir, | haven't seen yohé said, "and now
the auction is closed"

“It's your fault, brat" mutteredr the man giving a
shove to Atom and leaving the rootivhat arudeguy"
Niki murmured, then approached the buyer: "Can | ask
you a few questions, Mr. ..."

"Kentaro Homura, to servgou, beautiful young
lady," said the old man gallantly.

"Mr. Homura, why did you spend so much on this
flute?" asked the robot girl.

"It's very simple, my dear," the human replied,
stroking the instrumentThis is a very valuable piece,
which will further enrich my already welinown collec-
tion of preColumbian finds"

"Do you have a collectionZhe resumed curi-
ously."And is it accessible to the public?"

“Not even for a dream, impertinent young
lady!" the old man stood uplt took me time and effort
to put it together, so | only enjay’ andhewalked away

muttering to himself.
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While they were already a hundred meters gway
they heard a thud coming from an allélyet's go see,"
Atom said.In the alley they found Mr. Homuiging on
the groundNiki examined it withhis nst r ument s
has a bump on the back of his neck, but it doesn't look
like a seriousnjury,0  $aiel thenAt that moment the
old man recovered, looked around and exclaiorgohg:
A My fMyprecemusAndean fluteThey stole it from
me! Oh, dear me!"

ACal m down, pl e daaping Bm s h e
to getup."You have to go to the police and reptne
theft ... do you want me @ccompany you?"

“No, thanks ... | can do it myself" meplied picking
up the stick and walkingpwards the police station.

"Okay ... then we go to the Fukuybustitute | have
to deposit the bag with the equipment, print the photos
and write the article, before | can go hormsehcluded
Niki.

*k%*
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At 7.30 pm Niki was still busy drafting the article
when the man in the raincoat entetieel Club headquar-
ters with an electric pistolStop and shut up, brat, or I'll
fry your brain!"he enjoined.

Niki raised her handshe big man rummaged
through the papers on the desk, located the photos and
let out a grunt of satisfactiotl. knew it ...you and the
other guy who was with you framed me really wédtle
said by stuffing into the pockef hiscoat.He picked up
the camera and pulled out the card, then turned to her and
mumbled "But you ... are flesh and bloodra ro-
bot?Because Ic an ' t stand rondot s
he pointed the weapon at her head.

Niki decided to take advantage of timan's hesita-
tion."I-I ama real girl,” she lieth a tremulous
voice."Pleased-don't hurt me ... otherwise I'll start cry-
ing, sniff!"

"Of course you're a real girl,” he said, pulling the

barrel away and lifting the hat from his eyes to see her



58

better."A damned robot wouldn't be afraid of it ... Come
with me, and don't try jokeshe said grabbing her arm
and dragging her outle led her to a car parked in
front of the schookntrancelet her in through the back
door and ordered "Sit down and shubujpen started the
engine and headed out of towfhe boss will be pleased
with me," he muttered satisfied, pulling the Andean flute
out of the dashboard.

| did well to pretend to be terrified brat, Niki told
herself as she looked out the window, trying to figure out
where they werelhis is just someone much mare
portant'shenchmanj have to find out who he is, and
why he careso much about thdlute

After half an hour the car slowed down and pulled
into a large estatéWhat strange trees," she murmured.

"They are olive trees" explained the big man sof-
teningupabiti Mr . Capone produces
he sells throughout tteountry.He comes from Sicily ...
but maybe | spoke tod4e concluded frowning again
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They stopped infront of a large villafarm-
housethe man got out and led her upstairs, where Tano
Capone was waiting anxiously for hifiit took you a
long time, Rufus," he apostrophized seeing hinD o
you have the fluteAnd this little girl, why did you bring
her here? "

"I had tq chief" he apologizedhanding the arti-
fact, photos and memory card to his bdSfie saw me
in the face, and also photographed miecouldn't let her
blurt out to cops that | was the one who scratched the
flute "

"You're the usual idiot, Rus" scolded the
other."Lock herin the cellar and come back here imme-

diately"

*k%k

At 20.30 Atom answered the videophot@ood

evening, Dr. Tenma," he said, "how can | help you?"
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"Is Niki with you?"the man asked without pream-
ble.

“No," replied the little roboboy.in How coul d
with me?She can't stand me ... "

AShe hasn't come home ye:
school , 0 Niki's a'dmgnbounite f &
will start the antirobot curfew... Please, Atom, look for
her'

"I flight,” he replied, starting likea rocket and
breaking throughhe window.He went to the Fukuyan
Institute- the last place Niki was seenlanded in front
of the entrance gate, now closed, and immediately felt a
sweetfragrancel hi s 1 s Ni ki ' s perfu
nize it among a@housand!he thought He sniffed the
ground like a hound, spotted the trail, and followed it.

The large, higkceilinged cellar was cluttered with
large wooden barrels, some full of oil, some
empty.Rufus clambered up the narr@onestair-
caseand said to her, "Shut up and good, otherwaéll

get it' then closed the heavy door behind him.
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Niki looked around: on one wall, very high up,
there was a small slit closed by an iron grateve to
go up there andind out what you see fromhere, she
thought.ButhowtodoitSh e <c o ul Sherblled f | y
an empty barrel under the peephole, then put a second
and third on top, and climbed up themtil she reached
the slit.

He looked through: it oveoked the study in which
Mr. Capone and his miniomere.The boss cut the laces
that wrapped the flute with a knife, opened the pipes and
took out a small folded sheet of papee;opened it with
feverish hands and read in Castiliafhé treasure of At-
ahualpa, the last emperor of the Incas, is hidden in this
place... and below, you see, there is a detailed map ...
We did it, Rufus, we finally found it!"

"That's great, chiéfthe big man exclaimed clap-
ping his hands with jayi S all these years spent
scratching flutes around the world weren't uselbgsls
beginning to think that that manuscript bought from a

seconehand dealer told only nonsensé
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"Domingo de Arata, the amanuensis, didn't tell non-
sense,'explainedCapone:'He was the official reporter
following Francisco Pizarro ... As | always say, with pa-
tience you get everything"

"Now we just have to go to South America, get the
treasure, and we'll be rich, very richiRufus cheered.

"I will be very rich" orrected the bosé. | ' m t h ¢
chief, r emember é You wi |l get
smallslice.In the meantime, this is no longer needaul
he said, throwing the pieces of the flute into the lit fire-
place.

"What do we do with the brat, chi¥fasked the
henchman®We certainly can't take it with us ..."

"We'll leave it locked in the cellar,” Capone
ruled."Sooner or latersomeone will find it ... maybe"

Leaning too far forward\iki lost her balance and
fell tumbling to the ground with all the barretseconds
later Rufus opened the dodk.told you not to make
noise, brat''he barked"This is the last warning!"
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*k%

The robot girl curled up on the floor, her arms
around hekneesWhatcould she do, with only a hun-
dred horsepowert F a t whg did you make me so
weak®d  snmepesoftly. i A nydu, Atom, why are you
never there when | need you™Hey, wait aminute!she
told himself.Why onearth would Atom come to my
aid?When have | ever done anythkigd to
him,to puthis stratospheric strength at my ser-
vice?Then she remembered what Dr. Tenma had told
her:'lt isbetter to be ingenioukan strongbe-
causdgheforce s nothing, no wit and intelle@tand
stood up mutteringp herself:*Soon I'll havemuch more
noise, Mr. Rufus"

She took two long ropespas®d over a ceiling
board andshe secured them to two empty barrels from
which she had removed the ljdeenshe wielded a ham-
mer andstared at a series of nails along the contour of

the covershe poured oil down the steparranged the
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first barrel just down the scale, and finally kicked in a
shelf, bydropping a large number objectsand causing
a hellish crash.

"What's that stupid doing®xclaimed M. Ca-
pone."I'll take care of hel said Rufushe openedhe
door shouting "Now take,itittle girl ...", he took a step
forward, slipped on the oil and rolled down the ladder
ending up in the barrel unconscious, just as Niki had
foreseenii Of f undlerteh,e ot her , 06 she
she set the second barrel in plaiee boss entered with
the gun drawn;Where the hell are you, Rufusi&
cried, then he too slipped and endedstymned andn-
prisonedAt that pointthe robot girl sealed the barrels
with the previously nailed lids, lifted them in midair and
knotted the ropeghen he left the cellar and headed for
the door that gave on the outside.

Once outsideshe turned the corner and collided
with Atom, who in the meantime had come this Tdre
two fell to the ground, but Niki was the first to get

up."Atom! What are you doing here®ie exclaimed.
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"Don't you understandame tcsawe yoy the ro-
bot boyreplied.In the meantime she had resumed her
usual demeanor.

"You arrive late, | saved myself," she sdidather,

call thepolice ... and Mr. Homura too"

*k%

"I havedealtwith many ‘fish in barrelsh my
work " Inspector Tawashoked, "but this is the first time
| have ever arrested thieves in barrels ... Rather, you two"
he addressed Atom amdiki. A Thi s t i me you
the antirobot curfew must be respectéiiear?"

AOui, mon généralshereplied, snapping to atten-
tion and saluting.

“I'm not a general, witty one, I'm a police inspec-
tor!" he muttered alse gotinto the car and turned on the
siren.

“I'm sorry, Mr. Homura," Niki said contrite to the
eldely, handing him the papefYour flute is now
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in ashes ... but in this map the locatanan immense
treasuras marked, with which yowvill be able to enor-
mously enlarge yourollection”

The old man smiledi May¥bd t' s not |
any mohe &&id.o

A week laterAtom and Niki, together with the fam-
ily of him, and Tenma an@chanomizuyere watching
and listening to a report on T¥ Tod ay ,Na-at t
tional Museumof Metro City, the new 'Niki Tenma'
room was inaugurated, destined to house thousands of
precious finds from the pr€olumbian era, including the
treasure of t hethd careniclerlber c a
gan.i We h av e \entarb Hamsra, Me author
of theveryimpatantd i scoveryé Mr. Hom
you decide to havéhe room where the treasure you dis-
covered will be kephamed in thisvay?Why didn't
hewant togive her his name?"

" | wanted to pay homage to a beautiful and coura-

geous girlwho taught me the importance aridmake
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available to all of the common heritage of our humanity,”
said the nice old man.

ADIi d you Yoaramame wilNl bekfamdus
forever Atom said cheerfully!And as if that weren't
enough, your article was published in the school news-
paper, and taken up by the main national newspapers ...
In addition to being a surgeon and a journalist, you could
also be an archaeologist”

"You're the usual foolNiki replied sourly crossing
herarms."You never take what | do seriously”

"It's not true!"he retortegbainfully, despite remem-
bering well that Dr. Tenma had warned hiinis very
likely that the paranoijahat is, Niki's false idea gfou,
extends from the trivially material meaning of the term
'mortify’ to one more nuanced, metaphorical and
'morab I.tell you now so that, when it happens, you will
have the strength to beigrheknew that woulchappen,
but it was too difficulto bear." Niki, | have great re-
spect for you, anttakeeverything you dwery seri-

ously; heinsisted.
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"Then why are you always making fun of me&~
sumedhe robot girl, pointing her finger at him.

“I'm not making fun of you," the astral boy de-
fended himself.

"Yes, you arg she cried.

“No, | &"nfe shouted louder.

"Quarrels between lovers@bserved Uran mis-
chievously

"No way!" Niki silenced her.

"Where are you, Umataro®octor Ochanomizu
asked softly.

ADeadl @c k ®d . whigperadovingly,
Abut |  woloantstopgyselfe’ u p .



CHAPTERVI: THE FAIRY FOREST

"l don't understand what theell he came here for,"
muttered William Smith Ill, taking a drag on his branded
cigar."The works are progressing well, we do not need
help from the Ministry of Science and Technology"

"I'm not saying you lie, sir," Atom said kindly, "but
Dr. Ochanomizu has received an anonymous report that
some accidents have occurred at the dam construction
site ..."

“Little thing, little thing" the entrepreneur shook his
hands as if to throw away some crunibs fuel tank
that exploded, a collapsed scaffoldinghese are events
that can happen when a pharaonic work is paiid in
fact occur regularly, without searching for supernatural
causes ... He made a futile trip, Mr. Atpraturn

to Metro City, and report that the daom Semaikawa

wi | | be compl addisthissechhims ¢ h e d u



70

Astro Boycame out of the office sighingyaybe
t hat man was Haey,iligld gug, com® s s s
here!"whispered a male voice from behind a
shack Atom followed her and found a tall, robust man
in overalls and a protective helmet in front of him: "I'm
Tanaka, the chief engineer" introduced himsélhave
to talk to you ... but in private,"éhsaid, looking around.

"All right,” he said.He followed him to behind a
| arge rock, then the human
rich man: he ordered the workers to keep their
mouthshut, under penalty of dismisshljt I'm not
afraid, not of himat least.. The truth is thatery, very
strange tmgsare happening in this pldte

AWas it you who senlm t ha
| i st e n iAtorg redlied suddenlydnterested.

"It was not accidental accidents, but real acts of sab-
otage," Tanaka continuedodding."To me, the workers
saidthat the tank exploded because a small creature from
the woods had thrown a blaze of fire at it, and that the

scaffolding collapsed due a whirlwind of wind thrown
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out of nowhere by another tiny being ... and among the
workers present there were also robots, who certainly
cannot get drunk or hallucinate "

"Small creatures .but how small?'asked the robot
boy.

"S0". The engineer raised his right hand with four
fingers joined.

"It's impossible,” Atom replied'There are no such
small intelligent creatures, much less capable of throw-
ing fire and flames"

“The world is richer and more varied thae can
imagine" the man ruled befoleaving.fi Accor di ng
thousaneyearold legend, the woodpstreanof this
construction site is populated by sacred goblins ... for
this reasorthe locals hadpposed the cotrsiction of the
dam.l myself had propose build it furtherdown-
stream so that the forest would not be flooded ... but

Smithdeaded it would cost himloo muchi

*k%*
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Atom was walking for half an hour, when he felt a
hidden presence amotige dense foliag€'ls there any-
one?"he said aloud'Show yourself'

"Go away," whispered a voice with a feminine tone
comingfrom a bushTherobotboywalked over, rum-
maged in the branches, and suddenly a small winged
creaturec ame ou't exclai ming, A C
you have time, | don't want to kill yot!

Atom was flabbergasted, but still took a step for-
ward."Too bad for you," she saidhe raised her tiny
hand upward, a bolt of lightning came down from the
sky on the tip of her finger, and she threw it at himat
being a robot, the only effect of thehiming was to burn
his clothes:'You're tough," the creature murmured cre-
ating a globe of fire and throwing it at him, but in
vain. Then he turned back and fled in flight, but the little
robotboywasfaster: he caught up with her and clenched
her in his fst. "Aaaah!"she cried:'Leave me, you hurt

me!"
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“I'l' leave you alone if you promis@&ot to run
away,"Atom pledged"l came here tainderstand’

"Promised" she saitHe opened his hand: "To
begin with, tell me who you are, and why you want to
hurt the people on the construction site"

AMYy name i s Minao rieemldi e
as for the rest, what can | tell ythat you don't already
know?My people live in this forest from time immemo-
rial, protecting plants and animals from hunters and tree
cutters ..and now you, Big Ugliea’ho are nothing else,
are building that immense wall to block the river and
sweep us awayrhis is why we and you are enemies, and
I have not hihegonduaded,erossimg his ay
arms.

The robot boywas putting together the various
pieces of thencsaic."Why do you call us Big
Uglies?" he askedShe shrugged: "You're not beautiful,

not even small ..."
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AWhere do your povwidyos cor
learn to manipulate the elemerit$f® questioned her
again.

"What a silly question!'she snappedi Yo u wo nd e
how you can breathefou just do it ... We feel the power
of Nature flowing in our bodieand we use it as a
weaponpecause it is the only way we have to fight you,
given our small size. "

She doesn't know I'm a robditom thought!" | be-
lieve there is another way to resolve disputdse "
sadi Do your peopll wanthoatalketo a |
him"

"What on earth could you tell him8he replied
skepticallyi But you seem wiser th
so | will trust you.Follow me!"

She led him along a long path to a clearing where
many little beings like her were holding coun-
cil.A Mi Way! did you bring our enemy herethe
gueen addressed her.
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"QueenAzuré' explained Mina, "this Big Ugly has
something to tell you"

"My name is Atom," he introduced himsglft the
dam were builfurther downstream, and this wood was
not flooded, would you stop attacking us?"

"Yours is a degative question,” replied Az-
ure flf you really wanted to build that wall somewhere
el se, we wouldn't have anyt
you are building it right here because you want to exter-
minate us¥or thousands of years, ancient legends have
passed on the memory of the struggles my people waged
against your peopjevhenever you have violated the sa-
cred quiet of the forest to kill an animal orctat down a
tree ...you Big Uglieswant destroy our home, and we
will stop you!For thisreason, all together we will attack
your construction sitand destroy it once and forall

ANoO, pf lyces aise eviblence, humans will re-
spond with equal violencetom pleaded'Let me act

as an ambassador of peace ..."
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"It is no more time for words" concluded the
gueenshe moved hemright hand, and long, stout
branches emerged from the bowalshe earth, immo-
bilizing the robot boy'Follow me, my people,she said

then moving away, followed by all the others.

*k%

"What the hell is going onZried Smith, awakened
in the middle of the night by a series of deafening
roars."They attack us!" Tanaka said, bursting into the
cabin. "The people of the forest are attacking us!"

"Don't talk nonsenselthuttered the entrepreneur
but his words were covered by anotkgplo-
sion.Thechiefengineegrabbed him by the collar and
dragged him to the window: "Look for yourself if you
don't believe it," he urged.

Outside, the construction site was devastated by
hundreds of small flying creatures that hurled fire, light-

ning and jets of water at each thing or persehile
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workers and robots were fleeing here and there in
panic.Smith bit his lip. "Fire is fought with fire," he
said.Heran out, picked up a flamethrower frothe
ground and aimed it at th@ueenAzure "Crack!" he
grinned as he started the jet.

The queen was petrified seeing the incandescent
blaze rise towards her, but at the last moment she was
grabbed and taken to cover by Atom, who in the mean-
time had freed himself from his bond¥.-you saved me
..." she murmured.

" Now you owe me," he saitiOrder your people to
stop”

Things are getting batlSmith mused, throwing the
flamethrower away and running aw#t that moment a
fire-blackened trellis leaned menacingly towards
him. "No!" the man cried, closing his eyeghen he re-
opened themhe saw Atom supporting the huge metal
structure in front of the astonished gaze of fairies and

humans
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"Mr. Tanaka told me everything, Mr. Smith," Astro
Boy said angrily when the situation calmed down. "He
explained to me that the dam can be built further down-
stream, where it would flood an arid land without hurting
anyone ... You have endangered your elygds and
these creatures out of greed, you should be ashamed!"

“The little guy is right,” Tanaka addetdf you
agree, we can dismantle the site and build the dam ac-
cording to my original plan ... otherwise we will look for
a new chief engineer”

Smith looked around bewildered: all his workers
surrounded him, staring at him with indigna-

tion. "Okay," he finally murmured.

*k%

"Thank you, Atom, on behalf of all my people,"
said the QueeAzuresolemnly.i Our future | e
sing about you, because you have brought peace between
us and the Big Ugl i es¢dé fttha,t
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and she handed himgaeen spheréi Thi s 1 s a (
Light, and it can release a great deal of enddge it
wisely"
"Il never forget you,” Mina added grate-
fully. " Come back and visit us whenever you wanot
will always be welcome"
"Goodbye," Atom greeted them, and took off head-
ing towards Metro City






CHAPTER VII: THE RETURN OFSKUNK

"Oh, no!"the pupils of clas$-E exclaimed in cho-
rus,reading the sign posted the entrance to the show-
ers.fiwWe will have to take turns

"Well, I'm tired and sweaty after the gym hour,"
Shibugaki muttered, "so it's up to us boys first ... do you
agree, guys™e concluded by obtaining the unanimous
approval of his companions.

“It's not right!"Kaoruanswered'We girlshave
worked as hard as you ... and then, raiter how much
you wash, you baystink anyway, so it's up to us to wash
first!"

"Where it is the equality of the sexes?" he retorted.

"And the cavalry, where did it go®he replied
backed up by her companions.

"So, let's do this," the class bully decidétet's
have a duelone of you against one of ours, and whoever

wins will use the showers first"
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nRnAée dWel Pave t o Kdoiusad
uncertainly, walking away a little with the othgrls in
the class and forming small group'What do we
do?They are stronger than us"...

“Let's send Niki forward," Yoko offeredShe is a
robot, so she is stronger than a boy"

“But ... | don't need to take a shew.." objected

the robot girl " | don't sweat and | don't get dirty"

abo

ABut you're a giltsitmelta ke

show your sheoepliedTaue, triey'Rlease
win for us,"” the others pleaded

"Okay" Niki finally decided.

The girls stepped forward agal®ur challenger
will be Niki Tenma," Kaoru announcetVhaat?" the
boys chorused.T-then our champion will be Atom!"

"I-1?" murmured the little robot.

AYou are a r Abdoybu areaalse n' t

much stronger t lthaonly bne who
can defeat hePlease, Atom, win for yso cbmpan-

ions pleaded.

SO
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When we first met, Niki realized | was a robéier
| grabbed her and wrapped my arm around her neck to
keep her from running away and soundingdleam, he
told himself.Perhaps, if | again used a little strength to
defeat her, her memory would be unlockethll right,”
he announced, stepping forward.

The students formed a circle around the tivé\ | |
fighting techniques are alloweBegin!" Yuriko ex-
claimed.Atom charged, reached out to grab Niki, but she
grabbed him by the sleeve of his suit and made him turn
around and knock him dowfVery good, Niki agreat

Aikido move!" her companions exulted.




84

"What are you doing”Vaster Mustache inter-
vened."Stop fighting now!"

"But ... teacher, we have to decide who is to use the
showersand first ..." murmured higupilscontrite.

"Men are distinguished from beasts because they
resolve their disputes with reason, not brute forbe!"
barkedfi | f y ou c alots! And gog twe" ke, C a
said to Atom and Nikfas punishment you will stay out
of the classroom for an hour, edawobiding a bucket full
of watef

"But ... master ... it's not our fault ..." they protested
in unison.

"Then let's ddwo hours!"Shunsuke Ban con-
cluded."And if you say another word, I'll send you to the

principal!”

*k%*

A Wh at a Ngihsmgimee."This punishment

will be an indelible stain on my school curriculum ... so
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far | had all credits in order, and full marks in all sub-
jects”

"“This episode will be forgotten soon, if we behave
properly in the future,” Atom tried to reassure
her."However, we shouldn't have gotten involved in
such a futile dispute”

“It's the humans' fault,” she sdidterly. " They
consider robots as objects to be usediktlike a ham-
mer or a saw ... or as a weapwith which to fight and
prevail over each other"

“Not all humans are that selfish," he repliddoc-
tor Ochanomizdought for the approval of the law on
civil rights of robots ... and Doctor Tenma also thinks the
same, otherwise he would not have adopted you"

“I t Ore," mused Niki softeningi T e | | me
At o sh@added i wdyau want to do, when you
have finished your studied@y greatdream is to become
the best surgeon in the world, to ssve o pl e’ s | |
and you, @ you have a dream for tomorr@iv
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Atom was struck by the fact that for the first time
she addressed him in a naggressive wayMy dream"
he said after a while "is to persuade humans and robots
to stop despising each other, to work together to build a
better world for everyone"

"l didn't think you had such a noble soul," Niki mur-
mured."Maybe you are not as detestable as you seem ..."
"Niki, 1 ..." Atom said approaching hebut she
drew back sharply pouring a bit of water on the

floor. "No, please ..don't getstrange ideamto your
head," she admonished
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*k%

AWhy did you summon Isme,
there a danger in sightRtom asked as he entered the
office of thegeneral directoat the Ministry of Science,
then became aware of the presence of Inspector Ta-
washiand Chief of Police Nakamurdf you are both
here, it must be a very serious matter"

"More than you can imagine," the inspector replied,
biting the stem of his pip&€Skunk has escaped”

"What?’And how did he do it?he
askedhim stunned.

" He circumvented the robot who watched him day
and night and convinced him to open his cell door and
not to report for twelve hours this man is a true de-
mon" explained Tawashi.

"It all happened ten days ago," Nakamura contin-
ued." We believed he had fled abrqad we alerted the

Interpol ... but this morning we received this message on
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the police inbox"He pulled a sheet of paper out of his
pocket, opened it, and readery soon | will take revenge

on those whagot in my waystarting with that damned
Atom.The world will tremble on hearing my
name.Signed: Skunk Kusdilt is very explicit, how
could you hear ..have you, or your family, received
threats in recent days, or seen suspicious people around
your home?

Astro Boyshook his headNothing at all”

"Anyway, we can't jusignore such aheeky warn-
ing" Tawashi interjected, "so we decided to put you un-
der protection, and to take you to a secret location until
we catch him"

"l disagree," Atom exclaimed | have to
school, and so does Urdngan't allow the livesf my
loved ones to be turned upside down for who knows how
long ... If Skunk wantgevenge, look for me: I'll face him

and defeat him, as | have done in tlastb"
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"You underestimatéim ... " the inspector retorted,
but was interrupted by a roar that shook the whole build-
ing. "What is happening?Dchanomizuasked the vide-
ophone!'Doctor, a hundred meters tall robot is blowing
up the cisterns of the portdh alarmed operator an-
swered.

" I'll take care of it!"said the astral boy openitige
window and starting off like a rocket.

When he arrived on the spot he was horrified: a ter-
rible fire was devastating the goods warehouses, while
around many skyscrapers had been guftbd.author of
the destruction was a huge robot, the largest that Atom
had ever seernut what left him speetéss was the sight
of an ignoble human figure on his right shoul-
der."You!" he exclaimed.

"Well yes," he said, taking off his hat and bowing
mockingly.n T horgg of destruction is kindlgffered
by Skunk Kusai, the emperor ofime.Do you like my
new slave? called him Damdam@he said then strok-

ing the robot's head. | t was the | ast ¢
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of Walpurgis, before he was killed lypur brotherAt-
| a d #und him, activated him, ambw he obeys only
to me.Ha ha ha hd!he concluded, laughing.

"You're just a scoundrel," Atom said resolutéfe
rushed at the emy at full speed, but the latgeunched
him sending him crashing into a buildirde's too
strong he told himself, struggling to get ufil never
beat himThen he had an intuition: he looked around,
flew around Damdam 2 so as to have the sea behind him,
and challenged him: "If you want revenge, Skunk, come
and get me!"

The criminal's face turned retl.ake it and destroy
it!" he ordered his mechanical servartie latter took a
run, reached oub grab therobot boy,but he used
thespeedof theopponento make him make a turn that
sent him straighinto the water, while Skunk fell tum-
bling to the ground'Now you will have it
with me," Atom announcedjrabbing him

A No , Damdam 2, save nmehe shouted in ter-

ror. The huge robot clenched Atom in its fist, then hurled
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it away;he picked up his master with both hands and
strode away.You got away with it this time, damn
Atom, but soon I'll put an end to your daySKunk
shouted before Damdam 2 fired the flares in his legs
anddisappeared from view.

The astral boy got up half bruiseshw Niki bend-
ing over aeenagespilled on the ground among the rub-
ble andapproachedshe wasexanimategher right arm
had been mangled and separated from the ttlihiave
to stop the bleeding, otherwise she will die" dhiel ro-
bot girl, tearing off her dress and making bandages with
which she wrapped the stuptpen he turned to Atom
"Take her to the hospitals soon as you can!"

"It will be done," he said, picking her up and dash-

ing off into the skyas she stared at him.

*k%

"Senpai Ozawa ... can | entefdiki asked timidly

at thedoor of the hospital room.
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"Come in, Niki ... and call me Chihiro" said the
other, pulling herself up and showing her the plastic
prosthesisi That ' s 8Sonow we will begahbit ?
similar ...You know, I've had a lot of time these days to
reflect on how stupid | was. so | decided to resign from
the Antirobot Student League "

"It is magnificent, Chhiro!" exclaimed the robot
girl. " I knew you are better than you wanted to believe
... And so, all is well what ends well"

"We are not in the world of fairy tales, happy little
lady!" Ozawa scolded heii. Di dn' t wlyuny wo n d
parents don't knowo here’My father is theLeague's
main financieywhen he learned that his beloved daugh-
ter would have a synthetic arm for tiesst of life, he dis-
owned meHis latest ‘concession’ was to register a studio
apartment in the suburbs for me, but when | get out of
here I'll have to work to support myself . shebcon-
cluded sadly.

“I'm sorry" Niki murmured in pain'l wish | could

do something for you ..."
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A Y ey®u can do soniking for me;indeed, you
must!" Chihiro said resolutely, shaking her hafdY o u
have to continue your studies, you have to make your
dreams come true, and you have to prove to all racist id-
iots like me, that you robots are not heartless aathbr
less applianceg®romise mé!

"l promise you," she replied.

In the corridor, waiting for her, was AtoriL et's go

home," she saiduietly.






CHAPTER VIII: FORBIDDENLOVE

“To you, Niki!" Kaoru $outed Niki jumped with
all herstrength and hit the ball, but Hikaru Hiyama re-
jected thedunk and the match continuadgth uncertain
outcome!'Hikaru was good," Kenichi noted pleased
from the sidelines:Yeah, and she's very pretty too,"
Shibugaki added'Coming from you it's almost scaty
Tamao interjectedsuddenly the subject of their conver-
sations staggered and fell to the ground, a bloodstain
spreading beneath her.

A Hi k HMikaw!? shouted her playmate€all the
doctor!"Kaoru urged as the boys huddedund
too. Niki made hemway and exclaimed: "Move away, let
her breathe!"then examined her with the diagnostic
tools contained in her bod$l. have not found any in-
jury" she said to the gym teacher who had approached in
the meantiméandher health conditions are good, apart

from a slight anemia ... bshe is losing blood from ..."
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"I'l take care of it," she said, taking her in her
arms.i Ni ki, do you wadogyouwillo c ol
learn something very important about human physiology

"Okay," replied theobotgirl accompanying her.

Before leaving the gymasium the teacher stopped
to chat with Shunsuke BahWhat happened to you,
Master MustacH®' the students asked him in anguish.

"Nothing serious" he replied, "on the contrary, it's
an event to celebrate: our Hikaru has become a woman"

"Eeeeehhh ???hose in chorus exclaimed.

*kk

~

ASo, Hi yamao, concluded
hands n a basin, fAyou haoue no
can continue practicing any kind of sport, and doing eve-
rything you did beforeYou will justhaveto eat a little

more meat, red dans, and other irench foods
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andwear suitable sanitary pa
ease, it is the normal condition of women of childbearing
age.Do you understand me?"

"Yes, doctor" Hikaru said ashe dressed, "but it
doesn't matter to me whether | am fertile or not: | will
marry Atom, and if he wants to have children, we will
adopt robot children”

"Don't be silly," the woman retorted, adjusting her
glasses to her nos#irst of all, the law prohibits mar-
riages between humans and robots ..."

“Then we'll go away from Japan” she inter-
rupted,getting hoti My parents are ve
quired, what do you thinkih America, even two men
can marry, so they will have nothing to object to if a hu-
man woman marries a robetg could go and live there

"How naive you are, little Hikaru" continued the
doctor."How can you think of marrying a robot if you

can't mate?"
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"W-What do you meanhe girl murmuredblush-
ingA AAt om doesn'"t have theée?
"l suppose no one ever thought of giving the robot
genitals... that's why, you know, that the laws of most
countries prohibit this kind of marriages. Well, now rest
a littled sheconcludedpulling the curtain and exiting

the infirmary.

*k%

"Girls are just weird," Tamao commented along the
way.

"My sister was there six years ago thought she
was going to die" Knichirecalled, "instead it's a natural
fact, something that has been happening since the dawn
of time"

"What do you think, Atom?asked the first.

"I don't know what to say,” he murmuredth
downcast eyesWe robots distinguish ourselves be-

tween males and females for the deep or dpigthed
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voice, for the robust or slender body ... female robots
have breasts.but we cannomate, let alone repro-
duce... We have thoughts and feelings like you humans,
but we are not human ... we are not even living beings,
strictly speaking ... "

"You robots are luckier than us humans,"” Tamao
ruled."Do not get tired, do not get sick, if you have a
breakdownthey will repair you or change a piece ... A
robot could live for centuries, while we humans ..."

nSorry, b uhomd Seevyeu taomartb®@ i t
Atom interrupted him greeting them.

AnWel come [ra.dliyama, she mather of
your Hikaru companion, came visit us,"said Ms. Tet-
suwan, introducing him to a woman in her fifties who
wore a precious silk kimon6Good morning, Atom,"
she greeted him warmly with a slight bow.

"Would you like some more tea, Mrs.
Hiyama?"Mrs. Rin asked the hast

"Thank you ... If you don't mind, while I'm drinking

it, I'd like to have a few words with your son"



100

"Okay," she saidi At o m, you make
lady. If you need anything we are thef@éome dear, and
you too, Uran "

"You know perfectly the tea preparation technique,
Atom ... but | guesdyeing a robot, you can't drink it,
can't you?'the woman asked when they were alone.

" Itis true, madam: ¢annotdrink or eat ... but | can
taste it, and amableto distinguish a variety dea from
anotheraccording to the molecules that makeatup But
| guessyou do not want to talk about this, true® re-
plied.

"You're right" Mrs. Hiyama answered sipping her
drink. i At om, my daught eddybuel |
understand®or her you have become a constant
thought: at home she does nothing but talk about you,
about when you will get married We tried to make her
think, but she became impatieshe even relie against
her fathershe who was hilttle girl as a child.. Don't
get me wrong: | have nothing against robots, but | think

such a relationship is ... inappropriate "
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"l never encouraged youaughter to feel love for
me," Atom objected.

"Then dosomething to discouradper" the woman
snapped, takindper face in her hand$Atom, eevery
mother only desires the good fibkeir children ... even
your mom, I'm sure, wants you to have a happy life ...
You are a good boy ... but | believe that Hikaru, with
you, does not would be hapgyan youblame meor
this?"

“No, | undersand you," theobotboy admitted

"So please help me," she begged, taking his hand.

“I'll find the best time to talk to her," he promised.

*k%

ANo, n o a hwill nevegradarferm suchlan
operation on a young girl in good healthis an act con-
trary to medical ethics!Shoutedhe elderlygynecol-

ogist.
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" Not even for a feeMikaru insisted:' | can afford
any price ..

"Only a bad guy would agree to do it for money,"
he repliel, pushing her out of the offind slamming
the door.

The girl sat down disconsolate on a chair in the hos-
pital waiting room when a little voice inquired:You
want to undergo surgery of a special kind, is ndt Bhe
looked up and saw a little girl in front of héAre you
talking to me, baby?heasked

“I'm not a babyI'm eighteen!'she was indignant,
then repeated: "You want to be operated on, right?"

filt is a little ... particular intervention, yeslikaru
admitted."Do you know a surgeon?"

"Of course,” made the mysterious figuiieD r .
Black Jack is the best surgeon in the ward.can per-
form any type of surgery
paywell for it. You can pay with cash, jewels, rare

stamps, anything of value
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"Okay" she said relieved, and went to her ear whis-

pering"Now I'll explain..."

*k%

A Wh agbing son, mom®™hy did you wake ra
upso earlyT oday i s 0 Aam muanyuéed,
yawning.

"Mrs. Hiyama is worried about her daughtdri$
mother explained, handing him the phone.

"Hikaru ran away fronthome," said the woman
distress.'She brought with bBr a necklace of cubic zir-
conia, cheap stuff, anshe left a note that saystom,
Dad, don't worry about me, because | will become like
Atom and we will be happy: | don't know whashe has
in mind, but | have a terrible presentiment ... please do
something! "

AHas your daughter me t
these days?hink about it, any detail could be im-
p o r taskedAgiro Boyalso uneasy.
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“No, nobody ... Ah, yes: yesterday | accompanied
her to her first gynecological examination, and | saw her
talking in the ear with a strange little girl ..."

A strange little girlwho attends o s pi t al s é
noko!"It is not necessary to notify the police, Mrs.
Hiyama: | will take care of bringing Hikaru
home,"Atom concluded before taking off.

Black Jack's home/studio was located on the top of
a hill, fifty kilometers fromMetro City. The astral boy
broke down the doorHikau d
where are you?"

"Hush;' Pinoko saidrom behind a deskShe's in
the operating room"

A Oh In artivedtoo late! "Atom ex-
claimed.That's when Drleft the operating room taking
off his mask!"What have you done to her, rascah®@’
addressed him, taking him by the coat.

"Nothing ... absolutely nothing'eplied Black Jack
imperturbablyfi S h e e © anm asking, indeed, beg-
gingto be subjected to infibulatio®hebeggedne
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for so long, she cried so hot tears, that | decided to please
her... but after anesthetizing hierealized that th@eck-

lace she wanted to pay me withaipiece ofjewelry

worth a few yen ... and you know that | work only for
those who pay me the right, is my ethiSs, takeherand
takeheraway with youé andobake
he said, handing him the necklatieshould ask you for
compensation for the broken door, but this time I'll turn

a blind eye"

*kk

"How are you, Hikaru?Atom askedvhen he saw
her wake up

"Atom ... what are you doing heretPie girl asked
back, rubbing her eyethen she realized she was naked
and covered herself with the shéatour clothes are
here" he reassured her handing her a bundle "and this is
your mother's necklace"
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"l knew it," shesnappedclenching her fists'That
cowardly doctor pulled back ..."

Therobotboyslapped her' | "' m sorryé b
would feel worse if your parents were punishing'yoe
said.

"I-1 never cry ..." Hikaru murmured in a broken
voice."l have not cried since | was six years ... but you
... you areunfair ... "and she began to sob by pouring a
river of tearsAtom decided to let her vent.

"You don't feel anythindor me, do you?$he
asked when she had calmed down a littf&u like Niki

"You are a good girl, a classmate, you are a good
friend" he replied, "but with N it's different

"But she hates you, don't you knowsHe retorted.

"I know" Atom admitted sighing "and maybe she
will hate me forever ... butlove her, and | can't help it"

"Please go away and turn around: | have to get
dressed" she asked himnd after a few minuteSNow

take me home ... and do not worry about me: | will plass.
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don't know when, | don't know how, but I'll get back on

my feet"






CHAPTERIX: THE MASTERCANTOR

"I'm sorry, doctor" confirmed Yuko Kisaragi, "but
the artificial otoliths were already worn out, and the
spare parts will arrive only in four days"

"You have to be patient, Atom," Dr. Ochanomizu
sighed looking him straight in the fact the mean-
time, you will have to be content with reading lips"

The next day the middle school classes vseira-
moned by the principaltothe mainh@lFr om t oday
will havea new teacher with us: RevereAiddam
Zaucker, grized master cantor, former director of the
Regensburg cathedr al cnmoi r é
to a tall, thin young man with blue eyes and long-ash
colored hair!'l asked Don Zaucker to select the most in
tune of you, to form a mixed choir that will perform at
the summer festival" concluded the man before taking

his leave.
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"How beautiful he is!" somefemale pupils whis-
pered among themselvéBut he's a priest ...'5some
boys objected’'So what?Hesn i c ethey re-
plied."What do you thinkof him, Niki?" one of them
asked.

"I am a robot" she replied dreamily "but if | were a
human being and he was not a man of God, | would ask
him for an appointment”

Atom was so engrossed in ldiarkthoughtsthat he
didn't notice the neweacher frowning at hinfAre you
deaf, Atom?'he addressed him.

"Really yes" he replied hesitantiat least until the
day after tomorrow"

“If you don't hear the music, you can't be part of a

choir," he said, indicating the exit.

*k%

"It's a pity you can't practice with us, Atom: the

choir master really has an angel's voice," Kenichi said,
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punctuating the words wellMaybe, whernyou can hear
again, he'll admit you too ... Do you understand every-
thing?"

APerfectl yo conboyibetd ndw
| have other worries: yesterday in Shibuya there was a
series of thefts with dexterity, and this afternoon | have
to go therdor an errandl hope to run into one of those
scoundrels, so I'll give him the lesson he deserves! "

A few hours later Atom was walking home when he
heard a woman cryi My  p @ive sne back my purse,
thief! " He ran in that direction, and saw Niki coming to-
wards him from a distance carryingleoslder bag and a
handbag in hehand."Get out of the way!she cried,
pushing him and continuing to run aw&yom that brief
encounter, the astral boy was impressed with a detail that
was insignificant to others: the robot girl had dull eyes.

| have to follow her unnoticedche thoughtfortu-

nately,her scent isunmistakableNiki arrived at the Fu-
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kuyanInstitute which was deserted at that hour, and en-
tered the gymnasiundstom cautiously approached and
peered inside.

"Humans are really silly," Adam Zaucker was say-
ing aloud, surrounded by his dazed pupild. t was
enough to falsify an electronic document to win their
trusté Come forward,methg se
fruit of your robberies

One after anothéafenichi, Shibugaki and the oth-
ersdeposited in front of him wallets, chains, bracelets
and handbagshe most conspicuous booty was that of
Niki. "Very good, my dear: yoarethe best, as | had
guessed, he finally saidhe bent his knee and stood at
herheight."Tell me, who is your lord and master?"

"You are my lord and master, Don Zaucker," Niki
replied in a colorless voice.

"And tell me, Niki: who are you loyaio?"he con-
tinued stroking her chin

“I'm only loyal to you, Don Zaucker," the robot girl

repeated.
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AThen give me a Kdisgmemefo \
orderedShe reached out her face, her lips towards his ...
"Get your hands off herlAtom exclaimed break-
ing into the room'A-Atom?"she murmured turning to
look at him."Damn brat.. | should have expected you
wouldget in my waysooner or later," barked the teacher.
"Yep ... you knew that, being deaf at the moment, |
was rumb to youthypnoticinfluence’ replied thero-
botboy.
A K ihim!Kill him now!" Don Zaucker shouted to
his slavesthey drew daggers and launched an as-
sault. Atom looked around, pulled some rubber donuts
out of a box and threw immobilizing them: thieyl to
the ground one after the other shouting "Hey, | can't
move!"
Niki struck him a blowhe dodged and hit her with
his cutting hand making her drop the weapon, then he put
a donut on her and released her as she screamed in tears
A Fr e dhamedo!obey Don Zauckerlove it!"
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The bosgulled out a gun: "I'll kill you personally
... S0 Skunk will be happy", but Atokicked him and
pierced his neck with a karate shiog pulled out a mi-
crochip and pressed it in his han8siddenly the boys
came to their sensé®ingo," Astro Boyexclaimed tri-
umphantly."The throat was the most logical plaioe a
device that works through the voice ... Now tell me
where Skunk is hiding!heintimated.

"I'll never tell yoy" the evil robot growled as a red
light began to pulsate on his forehe&@do ... no ..." he
murmured.The astral guy lifted hinwith both hands and
threw him out of the builing just before he exploded

*k%

"It's a real shame that part of your recording is il-
legible," Inspector Tawshi commented'Anyway, what
we saw clearly shows how things went ... Nice work,

Atom"
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Whenthey were alone, Niki asked:Atom, in the
part of the video that you didn't show the inspector, | said
and did something ... inconvenient, right?

A Wh at you said and did
count , 0 "Maweren'fydunsedf,dhat's all

"Forgive me, Atom," she pleaded.

"l already told you that ..." he repeated.

"l do not ask your forgiveness for what | did under
hypnosis ... but for everything else" interrupted
Nikii Atom, | strive every day
to you, not to be afraid when | see you, not to feel a shiver
down my spine if you are close toen@ b ut no m
how hard I tryl can't;even nowthat you've saved my
life and my honor, | really canor this, if you can, for-
give me "

She turned awalyom him and went ouand Atom,
who wanted to run after hemugand console her, could
not help but watch her go and stand there, motionless and
helpless as a pillar of salt.






CHAPTER X: ANATOMY LESSONS

"Your theoretical knowledge are impeccabley m
dear Niki" said Dr. Kikunosuke, "but now you need to
practice ... so | took the liberty of making your name to
Dr. Gustav Larsson, a luminary of biomedicine which
will spend a few months at of usho immediately of-
fered his willingness to give you sonmessons "

“Thank you very much, Doctor," said the robot girl,
bowing."Where can | find this Dr. Larsson?"

"We have made available to him a villa with an ad-
joining laboratoryjn a wooded region with no railway
stationsabout a hundred kilometers from hergou
know, hewanted to stay in a place that rieahed him of
his beloved Swedérreplied the chief ofSurgery "He
waits for you tomorrow at 10 o'clock”

AA hundred kil Andehovedod fr

get there?$he wondered in amazement.
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"l can take you,’Atom offered.n For gl'gcall i t !
a cab ... 'Niki retorted furiously

AFor a round trip of a ht
peated for who knows how mangyé?It will cost me a
f or t oDoeta Tenmaintervenedhoping to change
her mind.

A Btter than letting him touch rteshereplied.

"l have an idea," the little robbby exclaimed:I'll
pick you up tomorrow at 9, with a safe and cheap means
of transport”

The next morning, on timé&tom rang the doorbell
of theTenmahouse:"Look," he addressetb father and
daughter.

"But it's ... a laundry basketNiki exclaimed see-
ing the largeand deep woodetb.

AThat ' scheapngpeans arangportbecause
| borrowed it from my mother, arghfe,because it will
allow me to fly you without even touching yoYiou just
have to get inside and make yourself comfortalile h e

invited her.
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Niki thought about it for a while, then accepted the
offer."You're resourceful, | recognize itshe smiled as

she curled up inside.

*k*k

"You are even better thawhat Dr.Kikunosukede-
scribed toyou, my dear young lady" greeted Gustav
Larsson welcoming her into his honi#.you prove to
be as intelligent as you are beautiful, we will already be
halfway there ... YouAtom, can also go if you wantve
will have to doall day"

AThank you, Doctoré but v
ning of the summer holidayand | have already fin-
ishedmy homework;so | can wait for you here in the
living room, if you don't mind "

“Take it easy, boy," the doctor replied joviallye
led her into a large laboratocjuttered with micro-

scopes, shelves with test tubes and operating taisies;
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oneof them was placed a cage containing a hghe
will be your first testing ground," he told her.

A ftesting groundVhat do you meari'Niki
asked confused.

"Dr. Kikunosukeexplained to me that you need to
practice anatomy ... and that's what we're going to do,"
he explained in amazemefitY o u ' | | have to
her first, so she won't suffeafter which you will vivi-
sectit"

Al cannot tear a llcanvi ng
not" she protested.

“Then give up your dream," the doctor repligido
you think that someone would entrust the life of a human
being to a person who cannot distinguish a heart from a
gallbladder by eye, who cannot put his hands in the ab-
dominal viscera and is afraid of cuif into living
flesh?"

“I-1..." Niki murmuredshaking.

"For thousands of years, doctors from all latitudes

have dissected frogs, chickens, pigs and human corpses
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to learn the shape, size and arrangement of the various
organs, with a single goal: to save as many lives as pos-
sible,"the mancontinuedharshly."If you don't feel like
taking the same path, and putting your feet in their foot-
steps, you can become anyidp good or bad, but you
will never become a great surgeon"

The robot girl was silent for a long time, her eyes
cast down, her facagitatedoy conflicting pas-
sions;thenshe reached out, moistened a cotton ball with
ether, carefully opened the cage and placed it oarthe

imal'sbeakuntil it was asleep.
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"At first it was very hard, but then | got used to it,"
sighed Niki sitting at the end of a park bench illuminated
by the sunset lightin these ten days | have greatly ex-
tended and deepened my skills ..."

“Your dream is beautiful and noble,"
saidAtom sitting at the other end.I think it is worth
making sacrifices and renunciations, just to make it hap-
pen”

ARnSo why do | fAdthdse apimalsc o | d
killed ... all that blood ... "She walked over to him and
placed her head dms chest'N-Niki ...?" Astro Boy
stammered, surprised and embarrassed by that sudden
confidence

'l't's weirdé your heart b
mi neé it's | i keheaurnuned'@ot | u
you mind if | stay here for a while®he said, narrowing

hercharming brown eyes
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"Of course.. noproblem" replied theobot boy,
blessing the foreign visitor fagiving himthat fragment

of pure, absolute spiritual intimacy with his beloved.

*k*k

Als it al litemweids,Nikidoc otot B e
tle robot girl saidpolitely, knocking, butshe realized
that the door was already opéWait for me here," she
said toAtom. She walked into the corridor and saw from
afarthe old maron thebalcony,intent on arguing with a
mysterous figuredressed in black/I'll give itto youfor
the last time, doctor" he hissed, "give me the test tube"

"W-which test tube?"murmured the other falling
from the clouds

" But thetest tube of the virus you discovered six
months ago in Africa, of coursedkclaimed the firs
lifting the visor of his hatNiki recognized hidace re-
flected in a mirror: it was SkunKThe virusthat causes

Progressive Necrotic Degeneration, or the disease that is
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slowly killing you ... as you see, | have my good sources
of information," hegrinned.

"What do you want to do with it2“arsson asked,
still trying to buy his time.

AnOf course: | " 11 produce
it over all the cities on
ernments give me their gold reserv8se, | will finally
make my dream come true: to becaime richest man in
the world.Hahahaha! " he concluded with a coarse
laugh.

"Your dream would be the nightmare of all man-
kind," the doctor burst out, raising his fistwill never
give you that virus!"

"Don't make me angry, old man, or I'll throw your
neck like a turkey!'growled Skunk grabbing him by the
throat.Niki took a run and jumped on his badiyt the
criminal, taken aback, gave a push to the scientist who
fell into the void beyond the balustedhen shook off
the robot girl and sent her against a wdlamn!" he
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cursed looking at the lifeless body on the fldéte took
his secret to his grave!"

ASt op wh e r Atomgxolaimedareaking”
through the wall, but suddenly the roof of the building
was uncovered like a can of turiBamdam?2, punctual
as clockwork!"Skunk exulted taking refuge on the iron
giant's right hand'This time I'mleaving emptyhanded,
damnAtom, but next time we meet I'll be done with
you!" he shouted as his mechanical servant carried him
away.

"Doctor Larsson ... pleassmswer ..! Niki mur-
mured shaking theld man;then he barely opened his
eyes: "NNiki ..." he murmured.

"Doctor, my diagnostic s can't go wrong ... Y
You are..."

"Yes," said the man with growing breathlessnéss.
knew | still had a few months to live ... so | came to this
country to undergo extreme experimental therapyut
fate wanted it differently ..."
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ANo, pbn& agiwee Up! "she exclaimed,
though aware of her own helplessness.

"You have two great gifts, my girl* he said, taking
her hand: "the precision of an electronic computer and
the sensitivity of a human being ... make good use of
them ..." then closed his eyes forever.

"He was a very good person ... he didn't deserve to
die like that" Niki sobbed, seeking refuge in the astral
boy's arms'Swear to me you will avenge him ... for
what is dearest to you in the world, swear to me that you
will hunt down Skunk until you hav@ought him to jus-
tice ... Swear!'she shouted.

| have nothmg in the world dearer than

you, Atom thought,stroking her blond haitl swear"



CHAPTER XI: A REVEREDTEACHER

"Hiroshi and | have summoned you here, my boys,
because we want to talk to you abantextraordinary
man: Dr. Hans Berger, our robotics teacht the Uni-
versity of Nerim&' began Dr. Tenma with an inspired at-
titude."He was nicknamed the Leonarda Vinciof the
third millennium: three degrees with honors in three
years and in three different disciplines, Mechanical En-
gineering in Heidelberg, Electronic Engineering in
Berkdey and Quantum Physics in MoscowHe was a
true teacher of school and lifé:was he who taught us
that brute force counts for nothing without intelligence,
otherwise nations would be ruled the wrestlers ..

"Ah, so he was the one .Atom and Nikiex-
claimed inunisonthen they turned to each other:
" Eeeh™Did theytell you too??7? "
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AHIi s dream was to make al
system faster than lightte called it 'spac&arpe n gi ne ' ¢
added Dr. Ochanomizu.

"Unfortunately, while he was traveling on a moun-
tain road, his car was hiy a landlide,” Tenma re-
sumedsaddened'His wife and little son, who were
with him, died instantly ..."

"Poor things ... and himNiki asked.

A H &as found in the body of the vehicle, still
aliveé but a met dibskud,stick- nt er
ing in a region of the brain that was not operable at the
time; so,the authorities decided to put him in suspended
animation until the advances in medical science allowed
him to save his life ... and today that moment has
come.Niki, you will be the one to carry out the opera-

t i dhe man exclaimed to his adopted daughter.

"I-1?" she murmured embarrassédut ... I'm not
worthy ..."

" Theanatomylessongjiven by the late Dr. Lars-

son have completed your preparation,”" commeDbDted
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Kikunosuke the chief of Surgery'There is no one
elsein the world capable of such a task ... we are all
counting on you, my dear"

“Then | will not disappoint" Ise promised reso-

lutely.
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Niki Tenma put herclothes down in the locker
room, wore a white suit that covered her from head to
toe and passed through anrdy shower that sterilized
herinside and outthen she entered the operating room
where her assistants were waiting, looked atvih&ch
and said aloud: "11:47 housnesthesia?"

"Completed," said the anesthetist.

"Vital signs?"she then asked.

"Stable, normal” confirmed the first assistant.

"Blood oxygenation?"

"Regular" said the second assistant, raising his
thumb.

"So,let's get startedthe robot girlannouncedac-
tivating the laser scalpel in her right hand.

In the waiting room everyone dilleir best to
passthe wait: Tenma and Ochanomizu paced nervously
up and down going inpposite directionand colliding

every thirty secondsisaragi and Honda consulted their
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tablets, and Atom reathe biography of the illustrious
patient on the computefo a life ofresearchhe alter-
nated with success an intense competitive activity: a tal-
ented fighter, he wotthe World Champion of Indiscrim-
inate Martial Artsfive times in a row, then retiring from
competitions, he officially said, 'in order not to deprive
the spectators of the thrill of uncertainty', or, according
to rumors, because he found no mopponents at his
height.At the time of hisetirementhe wasawarded the
Saotome prize, consistinga gold and diamondsrchid
worth ...

"What a phenomenal mamstro Boymuttered to
himself as hecrolleddown the pageAnother sport in
which he excelled was free climbing, which he practiced
above all at nightvith contempt for dangetl like to see
the sun rise from behiral chain of snowy moun-

tains"wasone of his favorite phraseg;| t ' s wor t h
ingyou | i fe to s e.dNikisvencthrough s p e

the doorandannounced: "Theatientis out of danger”
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"You aregreat, Niki"Atom exclaimed hug-
ging her, but she dodgedim immediately."l knew you
would succeed, my daughter: | am proud of you" Tenma
said, shaking her hands.

"When will we be able to see himBt.
Ochanomizu asked.

"Now he's in intensive care," the little rolzptl ex-
plained " If everything goes smoothly, we will stop se-
dation in twelve hoursandthe day after tomorrowou
will meet him ... but only one of yowe must not stress
him too much

"You go first,” Odanomizu conceded to his
friend. "He was particularly fond of you ... if | remember
correctly, he even helped you to kindly dump a female
student who was buzzing around you, and who you
weren't interested ih

"You remember well, Hiroshi" Tenma said amused.

"Miss Honda"Atom askeccuriouslyto Tenma'sas-
sistant"Am | wrong, or was my fatharery much

wanted bygirls when havasyoung?"
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"You're not wrong," she admittetDr. Tenma has
always had a special fascination for women, even if he
never noticedvh o he really cared
poor Hoshie, of courseshe sighed.

"Please, father: do not make him understand in any
way that he spent thirtfive years in hibernation, or that
hisloved ones have dietlis body and his psyche could
be affected" Niki warned him.

"Okay, dear ... but if he were to ask you questions,
what will you answer him?"

"Don't worry about that,” she assured him. "When |

want, | can lie very well"

*k%

The man opened his eyes and blinKébod morn-
ing" Niki said softly, pointing a light first on one pupil,
then onthe other’Do you remember youdull name and
date of birth?"
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"Hans Michael Berger, born on 8 August 215%"
answered diligently'l remember the accident ... | lost
control of the car ..." he murmured.

"One step at a time, please," she warned him aus-
cultating him with its diagnostic tools without him notic-
ing. "Can you raise your right hand and shake mine?"

Dr. Berger did it perfectly’Where are my wife and
son?"he then asked anxiousMiki swallowed.

"Your wife and son are fineghe said."They asked
me to tell you that they will wait patiently for your re-
covery, and theynvite you to doeverything you can to
get back to them soon"

"You can swear I'll give it my all," he said, reas-
sured. "What's your name?"

“I'm Niki," the robot girl introduced herself.

" di dn't know Japanese
and so pretty," he winked.

The next day she entered the room announcing:
AThere is a visit Dodlethimou

in? "
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AThat filibuster? Surélhe said in a good
mood.Tenma went to the bed, smiladd said: "Wel-
come back, master"

ATenma, my friendé Yehat |
seem t o have amuamred HansBary y
ger;then he turned pale, jumped unexpectedly, and
grabbed him by the collar of his jackéf.ou haveaged
at least thirty yearshe shoutedi How | ong has
since the acciden#&nd what becam of Flora and
Thomas?Tell mer

Niki put her hands to her faddow could | have
made such a mistakefle wonderedit was inevitable
that he would understand: unlike robots, humans
agediheir bodies, their faces were like clocks showing
merciless the passage of tinklaw hadshe not thought
about it before?We are in 2235" Tenma murmured,
looking away."Your wife and son were crushed by the

landslide ... I'm sorry, Hans"
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“No ... noooo!"he yelled,taking his head in his
hands."Calm down please!'therobot  qirl inter-
venedmaking him lie downi Go away é Leo

me alon€! he groaned.

*k%

"It's been four days, and there has been no improve-
ment," Niki sighed as she walked with Atom in the hos-
pital gardeni He doesn't eat, he
completely apathetiaye are forced to feed him intrave-
nously ... He decided to let go, and &ll my fault "

"There must be a way to shake liife said prag-
matically. Suddenly the sky was darkened by a colossal
figure who threw a punch against the walthe build-
ing, shattering glass and steel beatsay down!"he
shouted at Niki, shielding her with his body.

The giant grabbed Harerger fromhisbed and
flew off."I muststop him!"exclaimed the robot

boyiThere are many wounded

a W

L
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| am too weak to lift them:m sorry, Atom, but they take
pr ec e ddeerstopped bim.

"We've stabilized all the wounded,” Dr.
Kikunosuke announced three hours latsiow we have
to save poor Dr. Berger"

"And how?That robot could be at the end of the
world!" Ochanomizu exclaimed.

"The last word $ not said," replied the doctdr | n
this hospital, we apply a microchip under the skin that
degrades in forty days to patients in ‘fragile' psychic con-
ditions, equipped with positiondetectoranda radio
transmitter, to prevent them from losing their tradks.
he is still alive, weeandetect the coordinates of the place
where he is currently ... "

“I'm sure we'll find Skunk there too," Atom said res-

olutely." t 6s ti me for him"to pa

*k%k
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While the little robotboy flying over a mountain-
ous region of Hokkaiddpamdam 2 came against him
and struck him by surprise causing him to fall to the
ground "SYSTEM MALFUNCTION - POWER FAILURE' ap-
peared in transparenbgfore his eyes, then it was dark.

Skunk  opened the heavy gate and
threwAtom'slimp bodyin front of Hans Berger, bark-
ing: "So endsup who gets in my way"Who are you,
and what do you want from me&Sked the doctor.

Al " m Skunk Kusai, but vyol
Crime, 0 he introduced hi mse
to put your knowledgef quantum physics at my ser-
vice.| want to invent a teleporter, or somethitigat al-
lows me to enter the National Bank of Japan and take
away all the golds depositedThis is why | have made
this beautiful modern laboratory available to you, with
all the tools that can be usefultou ... aren't you happy,
doc? "heconcluded mockingly.

"You are crazy'the other replied imperturba-

bly. "Even if it were technically feasible, and | stréss
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| would never put my science at the service of a misera-
ble fool like you"

Alf you don't do what | v
hunger and thirstThink about id concluded the rascal,
laughing and closing the gate behind him.

When he was gone, Hans Bergtred thought-
fully at the little robotboy for a few secondghen he
picked himup, placechim on a work table, opened the
door on his chest, and began fumbling with the screw-
driver and welding machind@welve minutes and eight
seconds later,Atom opened his eyes and sat alb;his
systems worked perfectlyThank you for fixing me, Dr.
Berger," he said solemnly.

"You are the most sophisticated robot I've ever had
in my hands' he saidi Wh o c¢cr e Andeayow ou ?
have a name?"

"My name is Atom" he replied "and Dr. Tenma cre-
ated me"

AThat y ounSyhedrmamaged te make his

dream come truelthe doctor exclaimed, then showed
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him the heavy chain that gripped his ank{@an you do
anything about thistie asked

"Sure".Atom knelt before him and broke the iron
ring without the slightest efforthen he pointed his in-
dex finger at the gate, fired a series of laser shots, draw-
ing a circular opening three meters in diameter, and with
a kick he knocked the grate toetlyround:!'Let's get
moving," he told him.

They walked down a long corridor lit by neon
lamps, stepped outside and found themselves in a kind
of natural amphitheater, where Skunk and the steel co-
lossus awaited therfiYou are too predictable, doc.
Damdam 2, tear Atom to piecesié ordered his me-
chanical servante tried to grab Atomyhoescaped
himand fired his lasebut the opponent had too thick
armor."A fight outcome for granted .how could a flea
defeat an elephanit®kunk exclaimed.

As Astro Boycontinued to movaround Damdam
2 without a construct, Hans Berger noticed thgdia on

the giant's forehead lit up and pulsed at different rates
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depending on the movements he m&leddenly he had
an intuition: 1 T lgem, Atom!Destroy the gemi he
shouted.

"Got it," Atom said;he swooped down,
punchedhe control devicento a thousand pieces, and
Damdam 2 took his head in his hands as a series of fires
eruped throughout his bodyhen hefell to the ground
and didn't move anymore.

"Damn!" growled SkunkThe astral bogtood be-
fore him: "Stop where you areifitimate.The criminal
pulled out a small sword muumng"I'll sell my skin
dearly'

"Stop it, Atom," said Dr. Berger, taking off his shirt
and stepping forwardThis man is mine"

"As you like;' he said, backing awagkunk rushed
at him shouting, AYou'Tre
you?Then I'll fix you first... " He struck a few shots that
all failed, while Atom watched from the bleachers won-

dering if it was not necessary to intervene
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"I will kill you ... | will open you like a chicken and
..." the rascal kept repeating, when Hans Berger hit him
in the stomach leaving him breathless for a few mo-
ments."Bastard!"the one yelled, rushing forwardut
the doctor broke his nose with a fist, staining his dress
with his own bloogwhile Atom jumped up startled, sud-
denly aware of the tactics that the scientist was using
"You aretooslow, Skunk Kusai" the latter ad-
dressed him,youleawe too many openings ... youvaste
too much energy unnecessarily ..." and in the meantime
he threw a bok to his chin''But above all emperor of
my boots" hecontinued giving him a shingtyou really
thought that a very vulgar blade was enougafid here
he droppedhe weapon from his hand with a karate blow
- "to defeat a fivedime world champion martial art-
ist?" And having said thatje knocked him out with a
flying kick, wiped the sweat fro his forehead and said

to Atom: " Now get yourself this sack of potatdes
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“I'll think of him later" replied the littleobot boy
grabbing him and taking offNow hold on tight, there
are a few minutes left," he said.

"A few minutes to what?asked the doctor in
amazement.

"At surrise," he replied.

He placechim on the edge of a precipice overlook-
ing a valley surrounded by a wide range of mountains,
and pointed to the eastern horiztidere we are ... here
it is!" heannouncedThe sky, black until a moment be-
fore, first began to turn a dark red, tHerup with all
shades opink, and after twenty seconds the star of the
day made its appearanceaking the snowcovered
slopes shine with a dazzling whitene$d. i g ht ar
color;isn't it magnificent?’Atom exclaimectlapping
his handsthen he turnedothim andasked: "So, doctor,
was it worth living to this day to see such a spectacle?"

Hans Berger had tears streaked down his cheeks,
but he smiled'Yes" he said then "it was worth it"
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"Hello, Dr. Berger ... can | come inRiki asked
politely. Hans Berger took the screwdriver out of his
teeth."Of course, little Niki ... oh, you are there too,
Atom" he greeted them.

"l thought I'd bring her a snack, since he's always
busy," said the robot girl, placing lsasket on a ta-
ble."How do youfeel?"

"Much better, thanks,” he replietl am not yet
used to the idea of looking younger than my former stu-
dents ... but | am making progre¥ghat happened to
Skunk? "

"He was sentenced to forgight life sentences,
plus 1,300 yearsfdiard prison ... | think wevon't hear
about him anymore" thebot boy reassured him, then
he turned to Niki: "As you can see, | kept my oath ... now

you find me less detestable? "
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"You've only done your duty, dorfieak out," she
replied keeping to herselfFor the rest, my feelings to-
wards you have not changed"

"Really?"he retorted’l thought they had already
changed ... less than a month ago you weren't resting
your head on my chest and saying that my heartbeat felt
like, as you said, 'a sweet lullaby'?"

ADo you dare to bl ame me
ness?ou're an upstart " she exclaimed walking away
and leaving him, as usual, withang face

"Do robots quarrel like sweetheart€¥. Berger
asked Tenma.

"Hans, | ca® achieve anythingn this story,"he
said, and explainethe whole question to him in de-
tal.il was al ways one step ah
but you wereahead oimeby a mile.Can't you do some-
thing for me, for them?he pleaded bowing deeply.

"I am indebted to thoddads," replied the revered
teacher’'Let me have a copy of Niki's construction plans

... but | can't promise you anything"






CHAPTER XII: LOVE AND VIOLENCE

"Like every year, it is time to prepare for the au-
tumn festival" Master Mustache announcérthis year
we will stageSleeping Beautyand in order not to harm
anyone, the parts will be randomly assigned by a com-
puter” He pushed a button, and after a few seconds the
terminal spit out list."So, let's see: Hikaru Hiyama will
betheprincess ..."

AHow | ucky vy &auwilnreaeiyethédli k ar
kiss of Prince CharmingHer companions congratu-
lated except immediately add ...unless it's that
Shibugaki barbaridn"Why, would you have something
to say?'he teased.

"Hush, | have to continueShunsuke Ban signaled,
nicknamed 'Nothing escapes my quick €peily when
he was stilla private investigator)Well, the prince will
be... Atom"
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"What? B-but | don't know the story of i Sleep-
i ng B eheushigidéd himself.

"It's simple to tell, boy," explained the teachH#.
princess falls into a deep sleep due to a witch's spell, and
only the kiss of true love can awaken her"

"And I'll have to kiss ... HikaruZhe robot boy
wondered, embarrassed

"And youd |haveto kiss that Hiyama™is sis-
terasked irshockthat evening You should kiss Niki,
rather ... she is much nicer!"

A Ur ahede are not suitable speeches for a
child! Ms. Tetsuwan scolded héBut I'm no longer a
child!" she replied piqued.

“Niki would never let me kiss her, not even
onstage" Atom pointed out, "and anyway, it's just a fairy
tale”

"How simple you make |t brother" Uran
snorted."Don't you know that fairy tales always have a
grain of truth?"
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HiroshiOchanomizu held out his hand to the
stranger who had joined the Minister of Science and
Technology, the Chief of Police Nakamura and Inspector
Tawashi."lt's a pleasure to meet you, Mr. ..."

"Dilloughbyé Ral ph D'ihé intmduged by ,
himself, curlinghis thick handlebar mustachd. know
your fame, Dr. Ochanomizu, anchy professional re-
spect for yous immense . this is why | insisted on set-
ting up this meeting, so that you can express a judgment
on my creatioh

"You called him... Cratos, if I'm not mistaken,"
ventured the scientist.

“That's right, like the Greekitan," confirmed
Dilloughby.il came to Japan to of
the production and purchase of a contingent fanryo
metropolitan police forcdde is equipped with two ma-
chine guns fronthirty millimeters capable of

shoottwenty thousandaunds per minutéias a power
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of three hundred thousand horsepavegre Xray scan-

nerand an automated salkestruct device: ihe suffers
damage to more than 50% of its systems is activated a
time bomb, and aft'er ten se

"l always mistrust robots, especially when they are
too powerful," the inspector irritatettHHow could we
stop him if he decides to hurt someone?"

"l understand your concern, which is also mine, In-
spector Tawashi" heommented, "but my Cratas pro-
grammed talestroy only robots, not human3Hhat said,
he puled from his pocket a USB pendrivio you want
to look at the video of one of the many tasta/hich we
have subjected him?"

"Let's see".Ochanomizunserted the pendriviato
his computer and pressed a buttonthe video, Cratos
effortlessly attacked and defeated an arofiytwenty
heavily armed robotgarefully avoiding grazing the hu-
man volunteers confused among thé8uo, what do you
think?" Dilloughby urged them.
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“That's enough for me," said Dr. Ochanomizu, rais-
ing his hand'| give my favorable opinion on the agree-
ment"

"I am in favor t0o," said the chief Nakamura.

"Well, the majority wins ... | agree too," Tawashi
sighed.
AWel | |, very well o0 conclu

ing to rub his hands'If you agree the media presenta-
tion ceremony will take place on 23 September"

"How about celebrating with a good tea and pas-
tries?"Ochanomizu proposed.

"Music to my ears," the visitor agreed as Miss

Kisaragi entered with eartfull of food.

*k%*

A C o meAtominBend over her and kis8Vhat are
you waiting for? '"Tamao urged him in the role of
prompter."This is the fifthtime you get stuck ... we have

to go on with the tests!"
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Astro Boyapproached the bier set up in the gym,
then stoppediI'm sorry, Hikaru, but | can't kiss you,"
he murmured.

"Why don't you love me, right®Zhe sighed, getting
up.”l would be satisfied even with an insincere kiss ..."

AYou could give heiffroma Kki
the audience no one Kenichi I n (
proposed engulfed in his armor.

“"No, no and again noKaoru intervenedi A ki s s
Is not a kiss if it is not on the moutHikaru, like Prin-
cess Aurora, has the right to receive it, and we have the
right to attenl the eventso, get busy!

"Kaoru is right, we want to see the kisshid an-
other."Yes, the kiss of true loveH third onewent up,
and the entire female ward of cldsg it was alla
A Ki Kiss!Kiss!"

"Stopthis fuss!"roared Master Mustache | f a ki
has to be, kisketit beé b ut days, ndt heoe and
not now!And now go on, start rehearsing from the first

scene!"
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"It is for me a pleasure and an horesteemed fel-
low citizens to give baptism to the new guardian of law
and order ... the robot Cratogkclaimed the Minister,
discovering a giant of chromed steel and supér-
forced plastic thirty meters highilo its illustrious crea-
tor, Ralph Dilloughby, the privilege of activating it ...
please!"

Dilloughbypressed the power buttoGratos
opened his eyes, took a few steps and said in a metallic
voice "l have to ... | have to ..."

A Wh amrohgswith him Dilloughby?l t seems ¢
st r a mwBreOcldanomizu askedll do not know ...
perhaps a programming errof he muttered.

"l have to ... destroy ... rol®t. destroy alfobots"
repeated the colossus as he stepped off the stage and
walked along the avenue.He ' s go&heot cr a

him!" Tawashi ordered hiagents,but their blows did
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not even tickle himCratos raised his right arm and fired:
the robot policemen were reduced to crumbs, while their
human colleagues were relieved that they had not even a
scratch!"Robots are enemies of humans ... | haveeo
stroy robots ..." the giant said continuing tad-a
vance."Damn!' the inspector cursethrowing his cap
to theground."Where is Atom, when is he needed?"
Meanwhile Cratos continued to advance, littering
every robot he encountered in his p#&ib.logged into
the city registry database, scanned it in a few picosec-
onds, then changed direction and strode towards the Fu-

kuyan Institute.

*k%

"On her sixteenth birthday Aurora will prick her
finger on the spindle of a spinning wheel, and will
die" Maleficent announced, casting her spell on the cra-
dle... Suddenly the north wadif the gym erupted into a
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deafening roar, wke a giant thirty meters higimechan-
ically repeated "Find Atom ... destroy Atom ..."

fiWere you looking for me? I'm hefetxclaimed
the robotboy stepping forward as actors and spectators
evacuated the buildingWwho are youand what do you
want from me?'he questioned him

"I am Cratos" he saidxtending his arm&nd |
must destroy you"

Atom just had time to dodge, while everything
around him was riddled with bulletde threw a pnch
at the colossus, but lparried it easily and with a blo
sent him eight meters awd\FUEL SYSTEM DAMAGED -
PROCEED WITH THE REPAIR MAXIMUM TIME : 125 SEC-
ONDS' announced the selepair routinel won't make it
in time he thought| have to distract himh Cr at o0s 0O
mur mured fAwhy do vy dVhatvaent t
| done?"

"I have to protect humans from robots,” he re-
plied."l have to destroy the robots ... You are a robot ...

| have to destroy you"
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"TIME LEFT TO COMPLETE THE REPAIR 48 SEC-

ONDS' ... "Listen to me, Cratos" begged Atom trying to
reason with him, "robots are not all a threat ... There are
good robots and evil robots, as there are among humans

... Look rather yourself: you entered here destroying eve-
rything, sowi magthrdatgahunoesnittss | ' n
you!"

"Destroy robots ... destroy Atom .Cratos re-
peated as a basketball hithimonthebackey , pi | «
junk, look at me!I'm a robot too!"Niki exclaimed after
stripping off her witch clothingThe mechanical killer
scanned her with his-Kay scannerdeclared "You are a
robot' and opened firghe robot girl just had time to
hide behind a metal desk, which deformed under the
blows but protected her.

" REPAIR COMPLETEQ " theroutinean-
nounced"Rocket on!"Atom shouted as he chargdu
grabbed Cratos' arm and pulled untibioke, then he
used it as a club hitting it several timéisally severed
both legs with his lasersDamage higher than 50% ...



157

activated seHdestruct sequence less than 10, 9 ..the
giant announced.
"l carry him away,"exclaimed the astral boy lifting
him up to break through the ceiling and getting lost in
the blue seconds later the sky was illurated by a blaze
of lights."Atom!" Niki yelled."He's dead ... Atom is
dead ..." murmured his companiotisen Midoripointed
herf i nger up, excl ai mi Heas: A N
alivelo ,nd afew seconds later Astro Boy alighted in the

courtyard, greeted by cheering applause.

*k%

“I have sinned of >eessive pride,"
sighedRalphDilloughbyin front of the wreckage of his
rebellious creaturéNext time I'll be much, much more
careful," he promised walking ay in companion of

Dr. Ochanomizu.
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"“Too bad" sighed Hikaru Hiyama instead,| "
wanted so much to be kissed by Atom 'We see that
it was not the will of Heaven" Uran ruled behind him.

"What do you know, meddlesomestie screamed
chasing her, while t hSaver obc
me, brother! "

AUr an, s t Tame tomd ome!'said Ms.
Tetsuwan:'Are you coming too, Atom?"

~ 1

A | m sorry, ma' am, 0 Shun
Atom andNiki have to clean the schodloday's up to
them, and the rules are rules"

At sunset the two robots found themselves in what
was left of the gym'Niki, | have to tell you something
very important,” Atom told her.

ACoul dn't we tal kmwetyout
t i r Mikl reglied, but he persistetNiki, this is not
your first life" he burst out, and he told her in detail all
the events from their first meeting until dted been dis-
mantled to defuse the bomb inside her bdéwd that's

it," he concluded.
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"lt's absurdé it's just
girl. "l don't believe a single word ... this is yet another
trick you invented to impress me!"

"I told you the truth, Niki," Atom retorted.'My sis-
ter is right: fairy tales have a grain of truth ... you are the
victim of a spell, and | will wake you up with the kiss of
true love"

"Do not touch me!'she cried in panishe stepped
back and felbnto a matTherobotboyleaned over
her."Niki, | love you," he murmuredShe raised her
hand to slap him, but he pinned both of her wrist®ve
you, Niki" he repeatedNo!" Niki yelled with how
much breath she had in herdht."This isn't love, it's
rape!"

At those words Atom was paralyzeshietook ad-
vantage of ito give him a double kick that threw him to
the ground, then got up and ran awayhat ... what was

| going to do?'he murmured.
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"I'm coming, I'm coming, what a hit" exclaimed
the teacher hearing a thick ringiree left his frugal din-
ner halfway and went to open the dd@h, Atom, what
a good wind!"he said:"You look very bad, son ... what
happened to you?"

"I did a horrible thing, Master Mustacheftom
confessed sadlyCome inside antell mé', the old
mansaid.

Almost at the same timé&liki returned home and
took refuge in the arms of her adoptive fattatom did
a despicable thingshe began to tell "and to justify him-
self he even inventedsbnamelesste ..."

"Niki, my daughter'interrupted Dr. Tenmad,if
Atom has tall you what | suppodee told you must
know that it is all true, unfortunately She widened her
eyes inshock."Sit here,| have to explain many things to
you," he added.



CHAPTER XIIl: RETURN

"Although | hate violence, especially on a woman,
| can understand how Atom felt,” said Dr. Tenma at the
end of that long night. "Having your beloved next to you
every day, and feeling her distant, alien, after what you
have been through together ...I amaaed that he has
not lost control before"

"l believe you, father ... to youdannotbelieve,"
murmured Niki still shaken by those revelations. "But
even though | know that Atom has been telling the truth,
| can't reciprocate his feelings ... it's stronger than me"

"So,what do you want to do, Niki?"

The robot girl stood up. "I will leave the Fukuyan
Institute, and continue my studies in another school.
When Atom no longer has me around every day he will
forget about me, and stop suffering. Grant this request of
mine, father; it's the best thing forthoof us, and you

know it"
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He will never forget youlenma thought, but all he

could do was bow his head and answer: "Okay"

*k%

"Bad, Atom, you behaved very badly" grumbled
Master Mustache with folded arms. " Women are not to
be hit even with a flower, says the proverb, and it says
well ... thank goodness you stopped in time"

"l wish | could undo what | did, but it's impossible,”
sighed the robot boy. "What should | do, master?"

He looked at him fondly and put a hand on his
shoulder. " If you're really sorry, you have to go to her
and tell it ... and endure as a man what follows"

At the school entrance, Atom spotted Niki from afar
and ran to meet her. "Niki, | have to tell you ...". "l have
something to tell you too, Atom ..." she replied coldly,
when she saw her adoptive parent enter out of breath.
"Father, why are you here?" shgked him.
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"Niki, the Prime Minister has summoned you ... you
have to come to the government building, now!" the man
answered. "l already spoke to the principal, so today you
will be justified... but now come!"

The robot girl found all the ministers gathered in
plenary session to welcome her; there was also Dr.
Ochanomizu. "Niki Tenma," the Prime Minister began,
"have you ever heard of Pashtunstan?"

"Pashtunstan? Yes, it is a Central Asian state,
mountainous and desert ... but what ..." she said uncer-
tainly.

“Leave to me explain for good," the man continued.
“In the 21st century, in that country a religious fanatic
came to power, called the Black Caliph, who, not satis-
fied with having enslaved women, destroyed the monu-
ments of the past and the discoveries ofiern science
branded as witchcraft, claim to subject the entire human
race to his crazy superstition; for this reason, after having
indoctrinated his followers, he ordered them to wear
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vests padded with TNT, and sent them to blow them-
selves up in the largest metropolises in the world, killing
thousands of innocent people ... "

Niki was horrified. "The UN decided to send an
army to overthrow his regime of terror, but the Caliph
transformed every gorge, every ravine of his country into
a place of deadly ambushes ... so the coalition decided to
change tactics" intervened the Mimisbf Defense. "The
Pashtunstan was blankebmbed from the air for forty
consecutive days, after which its borders were sealed so
that no more could enter or exit ... and then no more was
heard of the Black Caliph"

"For two hundred years we have been keeping an
eye on the country with our spy satellites," added the
Minister of Health. "Basically, Pashtunstan has gone
back to the Stone Age: people live in huts or in the rubble
of old cities, raise goats, and die fraiseases that have
long since been eradicated in the rest of the world, such
as polio, smallpox, Sars and Covid ..."
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"I'm sorry for them ... no matter how terrible their
misdeeds have been, | think they received too much pun-
ishment," Niki said. "Can't you do something to help
them?"

"After long discussions, the United Nations General
Assembly has decided to send a humanitarian mission
made up of robetloctors and robeturses to Pashtun-
stan,” continued the Prime Minister. "They will have to
care for the sick and administer vaccines younger
children ... and we thought to put you at the chief of the
team that will go on site, Niki Tenma"

The robot girl was stunned. "Me ?!?" she ex-
claimed.

"We have been looking for a candidate for some
time, but the excellent way in which you have returned
Dr. Berger to the world has convinced us that you are the
most suitable person ... All countries already agree: the
mission 'Pashtun Aid 2235' is done hwtou at the head,
or it's not done" the man concluded.

"You cantrust n me," she replied.



166

*k%

The humanitarian mission was initiated by a week,
and still in the Fukuyan Institute the images of the inau-
gural speech given by the illustrious pupil were broad-
cast. "It is an honor for me to have been chosen to lead
this international mission, aimed airiging the light of
civilization and progress to a population abandoned too
long in misery and abjection ..." Niki repeated once again
from the screen in the classroomB. "What a great
speech," Kaoru exclaimed. "Who knows who wrote it to
him ..."

"Nobody," said Atom: the only one who could
grasp, with his ultrdast brain, the infinitesimal uncer-
tainties in the robot girl's speech. "She composed it on
the spot ... Niki is very good with words, and can be very
persuasive"

"We know, we know ... she could melt even a piece

of iron with her words. A piece of iron ... hee hee hee
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hee!" Shibugaki burst out laughing, then he felt the cold
gazes of his companions and murmured: "Well, what did
| say wrong?"

"Student Tetsuwan Atom must go to the govern-
ment building immediately," croaked the loudspeaker. "I
repeat, the student Tetsuwan Atom ..."

"The team has missed two radio appointments in
the last fortyeight hours" explained the Prime Minister,
mortified, "therefore, according to the established proto-
col, the alarm was raised"

"It's your fault!" Dr. Tenma exclaimed furiously,
banging his fist on the table. "You sent them into disar-
ray in what you yourself have called a den of cutthroats,
and without a rag of military protection ... but yeah, they
were just robots, right?"

"l will not stay here without doing anything" an-
nounced the robot boy addressing directly to the head of
the government. "Authorize me to leave Japan to look
for them... anyway | will go there with or without your

permission”
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"Calm down,b o ysaidthe man. "Getting them to
safety is in your interest as well as ours; but Pashtunstan
is a black hole, we don't know what weapons they have...
we will have to move with caution. Indegahu will have

to

*k%

While the Superfortress was flying over the eastern
region of Pashstunstan, Atom went over in mind the in-
structions he had received once again: " You will have to
launch yourself down from 13,000 meters of altitude, go
down to the ground with your atomioakets and wear
the disguise that you will find in the package we
launched with the parachute ... If you find them, you will
have to contact us on this encrypted frequency, and we
will send a helicopter to exfiltrate you ... "

"Two minutes to point X," the pilot announced.
Suddenly the little robot boy heard a wietlown voice
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coming from one of the boxes in the hold: "Hey, I'm here
too!"

"Uran!" he exclaimed. "What are you doing here?"

"Niki is my friend too," explained the robohild as
she came out. "Please, brother ..."

"Okay," he said hugging her. "Hold on tight"

The hatch was opened, and a green light came on;
"Rocket on!" Atom shouted, shooting at full speed to-
wards the ground. Once they landed, thanks to a GPS de-
tector they quickly identified the package with the
clothes. "Wear this" he said handing her a butiga the
traditional dress of the local women"

"Well, it's a veryugly dress," she snorted.

"According to the last report received, they were
heading towards a village located in that direction" said
the astral boy looking at a point on the horizon. "We
should get there in five or six hours"

They had been walking for three hours when they
met two Bedouins accompanied by five dromedaries
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loaded with fabrics. Salani he greeted them affably.
"My name is Ahmed, and this is my sister Noor," he lied.

"Allah is great, brother!" exclaimed the eldest. "I
am Selim, and this is my cousin Ali... where do you come
from? I've never seen you around here"

“In fact ... we come from the western provinces,"
Atom replied.

"Ah, | understand ... and are you traveling on
foot?". He shrugged.

"Says the wise: damn the poor, if there were no
other poor to give them a hand" ruled Selim making
place on the back of an animal. "Get in here, so you can
rest ... your sister will follow us on foot, our march is not
very fast"

Upon reaching the village, Atom pretended to drink
a sip of water from the goatskin he had with him, then
handed it to Uran who took off his heavy cloak to imitate
him. At that moment the two men approached them.
"Brother Ahmed, we want to make you a prsal’

Selim began. "It's time for Ali to get married ... and your
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sister Noor is beautiful and well educated. We will give
you a hundred pieces of gold, if you accept” and with this
he opened a chest full of coins, making them jingle with
his fingers.

Astro Boy had been warned about the customs of
the Pashtuni people. "I thank you, butannotaccept"
he replied with a bow.

"l can give you two hundred pieces ... even three
hundred ..." he insisted. "It's not a question of price,
Selim," Atom resumed. "My sister is only ten years old"

"Our great prophet, peace and blessings upon him,
married a sixyearold girl and lay with her when she was
nine ... so your sister is more than ripe to be a wife" Al
intervened with a lewd smile. "Come on, don't be begged

"My answer is always no" he cut it short, turning
his back on them.

"Too bad," said Selim laying down his treasury and
extracting a scimitar, while the cousin grabbed Uran

from behind and clamped her mouth with one hand.
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"Die," the man exclaimed preparing to strike. Atom
spun around, grabbed him by the right arm and punched
in the stomach that sent him flying six meters farther
while her sister raised the other and sent him to keep
company with the its relative. "Are yolkkay, Uran?"
asked her brother, shedding his heavy cloak and placing
himself backto-backwith her. "Never been better," the
robot child confirmed.

The commotion had attracted about twenty shep-
herds from a nearby farm. "Kill him! | will share the
woman with whoever kills him!" Ali yelled. The two
brothers stretched out their arms and began to turn on
themselves, paired, generating a whirl of wind saadd
that made the attackers roll to the ground; then Atom
rose in midair, opened a hole in the enclosure with the
machine guns placed in his backside, and with a laser
blast he frightened the animals causing them to flee

through the gap.
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"Goats! They're running away!" shouted the villag-
ers as they ran after them. "Listen to me, men of Pash-
tunstan!" he exclaimed. "We are looking for a group of
foreigners who passed these parts three days ago; do you
know where | am? If you don't tell me liliankill your
animals and destroy your wells, so you will die of hunger
and thirst!"

“No, out of pity, spare us!" they begged, bowing to
the ground and weeping; Selim and Ali were the ones
who cried the loudest. A man with a long gray beard,
leaning on a gnarled stick, stepped forward. "If we tell
you the whole truth, will you leave us peace?" he
asked.

"You have my word,” Atom promised. "Now
speak"

"You called them strangers ... but they were de-
mons, iron demons like you" began to tell the man, visi-
bly upset. "They arrived on magical chariots, chariots
without wheels, | mean, moving in malr; they were

commanded by a female, a sensual demon wiltlego
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hair, who wore a dress as white as snow outside, but red
as fire inside". He spat on the ground and uttered a su-
perstitious formula: "Adam, Eve, drive away the volup-
tuous Lilith"

He's talking about Niki."And then? Keep it go-
ing!" he urged him.

“They asked us to bring our sick people and our
children, to impose their charms on them... we asked
them to leave. Then came a strange very little man, car-
rying an instrument to make music; the demons, upon
hearing the music, obeyed the little man, andked
with him"

"Where did they go?" Atom asked again.

“In the White Mountains, a place of jackals and
evil jinns," the man replied, pointing to a mountain range
a few kilometers away. "I told you everything | know,

now go away!"

*k%k
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"Brother," Uran asked as they climbed up a moun-
tain path, "would you really have done all those bad
things?"

"Of coursenot" he reassured her, "but they didn't
know"

"You would do anything for Niki, right? But she
can't stand you..." the little sister observed disconso-
lately.

"It does not matter. Whether she loves me or hates
me, Niki is always Niki ... and | will save her, whatever
the cost" swore the robot boy.

"Look, Atom! An electric wire!" she said after a
while pointing to the tall building overlooking a reser-
voir. Atom walked over and checked the wear on the ma-
terial. "It was built a few days ago" he concluded.

"There are others over there ... let's follow them!"
Uran urged him, pointing to a chain of similar installa-
tions that made higholtage cables run down the slopes.

Upon reaching a hundred meters from a valley, they

saw some humanoid figures carrying materials under the
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guidance of one of them. "They are robots ... and Niki is
there too!" Uran exclaimed. "Hide here and don't move
for any reason" Atom ordered her, reducing his hearing
to a thousandth and walking towards them.

“Niki, it's me ... I'm Atom," he told her when he was
near; she put two fingers in her mouth, emitting a whis-
tle, and immediately all the robots on the team jumped
on him and pinned to the ground with their weight.

"I knew you were coming ... you fell into my trap
like a tawny owl" said a man of incredibly short stature
stepping forward; over his shoulder he wore a kind of
piano whose keys he continually touched. "Who are
you?" the astral boy asked him.

“I'm Shintaro Minagata ... but everyone calls me
Doctor Minimini" he introduced himself. "For years, stu-
dents and colleagues have laughed at me, at the little
body that nature has given me ... but soon they won't
laugh anymore! Do you see those caves&di@, point-
ing to a maze of caves on the sides of the mountain. "In

there the Black Caliph hid his arsenal: thousands of
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chemical, bacteriological and nuclear weapons | will in-
stall on these robots, and others who | will build thanks
to the work of my servants, sending them to blow them-
selves up in every city on Earth. So I, the great Minimini,
will reign over the Apocalypd€e' he concluded with a
satanic laugh.

Brother! | have to do somethingran told herself.

She placed herself behind the last pylon and pushed as
hard as she could, but to no avail; then she decided to use
her legs, and finally the pylon tilted, fell and began to
roll down the sides of the mountain.

"Damn!" Doctor Minimini exclaimed, taking cover.
"Step aside, Niki!" Atom yelled, but she didn't move; the
huge mass of steel struck her, and a very high voltage
cable hit her, burning her clothes. "Nikiiii!" Atom cried
in desperation.

“That pylon was badly mounted ... but | will raise
others,” muttered the evil scientist as he approached
again and continued to play his haunted music. "Time to
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do away with you," he grinned as he gripped an electric
gun.

At that moment Niki stood up, naked and scorched,
and approached the doctor. "You are still able to move, |
see ... well, you take care of it," he said, handing her the
weaponl couldn't save herAtom thought closing his
eyes and preparing to receive the lethal discharge.

Niki took the rifle, looked at the little robot boy,
then pointed the weapon at the piano and fired. The in-
strument broke into a thousand pieces, and all the robots
that kept Atom property returned to him murmuring:
"Wh-where are we? What happened?" aslsb&e the
rifle in two, throwing the fragments to the ground.

“I-1 do not understand what's happening, but it is
better to cut and run" stammered Minimini escaping, but
the robot boy reached him in a moment and tied like a
sausage using an electric cable. "You saved me ...
thanks" he then said to Niki.

"You're getting used to being saved by me, my dear

Atom, " she replied, smiling sweetly. "The first time
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when Dr. Rindolph wanted to send you to the sun, and
now this ..."

"N-Niki, but then ... you remember ..." Atom ex-
claimed incredulously.

"Yes," she said coming over and taking his hand. "I
don't know how and why, but when the current crossed
my body, | recovered every little detail of my previous
life ... starting with the fact that I love you"

"Oh, Niki! Niki, Niki, Niki!" he repeated full of joy;
he hugged her and spun in the air several times. "l suf-
fered so much when | lost you ... and when Dr. Tenma
promised me you would come back to life, | felt like |
was touching the sky with a fingerand when | discov-
ered that you didn't recognize me, | ..."

“Now it's all gone," she assured him placing her
mouth on that to him. Trillions of petabytes flowed from
one to the other, as they became one; then, after a very
long minute, they parted.

"Forgive me, Niki ... | was going to ..." he began.

She stroked his lips with a finger. "Just say you love me,



180

Atom ... and we'll be together forever, and I'll forget that
bad episode," she forestalled.

"l love you, Niki ... forever" he promised, holding
her close. At that moment, in Metro City, Dr. Berger
came out of breath into Umataro Tenma's office shout-
ing: "l did it, I did it! | figured out how to unlock Niki's
memory!"

"Are you really mean, Hans? And how?" he ex-
claimed.

" | should have thought long before ... it's as simple
as Columbus's egg!" the other explained triumphantly. "
You see, Niki's nanochips resonate when they are trav-
ersed by an alternating currentarfe hundred thousand
volts, like that which had been hit Atom ... ergo, to
awaken her is necessary to subject her to a current equal

"Hey, brother, this is no time to rest on our laurels!"
exclaimed Uran approaching the two lovebirds. " We
must communicate our position so that they can come

and recover us ... and then we'll have to pull out of the
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caves all those bombs and neutralize them ...", then she
decided to let them coo a little longer and directed her

gaze elsewhere; after all, she was still a child.






CHAPTER XIV:
THE ENCHANTED TYPEWRITER

"They're catching up with me," the man driving the
stolen car muttered to himself, looking in the rearview
mirror, and cursed his bad luck: he hoped to find money
and jewels in that big villa, but instead he had time to
take only thatvreck,b e f or e t hey ttheg und
shouldn't hav@inchedhim with the body of the of-
fenseHe opened the window, grabbed the typewriter
and threw it out, then continued his flight.

After a couple ofkilometers,he lost control and
crashed into a light pol¢he chasing car caught up with
him, a washegaut man got out and opened the door,
fumbled meticulously with gloved hands, ignoring
thedriver  stunned by the impact, and
turnedback."Found it, Sasha?dskedonedriving in a
Romance language.

"Nothing," he said"The boss will not be happy"
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*k%

A Aom, what a pleasure to see ydub you need
something?Kenichi Shikishimaaskedapproachindis
friend who hadungthe doorbell.

"l wanted to propose that we prepare together for
the next examsteplied therobotboy."Are you alone at
home?"

AMy parents and my sister
parents i n Hokk"Baoayduwhave neve e X
aboutNiki?"

AShe'saccompanyindr. Tenma to a meeting
the United St aTiekstickptickick-o m r
t i cikWh at A bomb?I'hécBied out in alarm.

"It comes from the bush" Kenichi murmured in fear.

"Take cover,"’Atom told him.He approached cau-
tiously, rummaged in the branches, then said in amaze-
ment: "It's just an old typewriter, but ... it writes by itself"

"Will it be enchantedhe little boy askechimself,

looking at itwith curiosity.He pulled out the sheet of
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paper and read it: "It contains chemical formulas ... |
don't understand anything"

"Spells don't exist," Atom replied turning it in his
hands!It's a Magnum 777 ..."

“Look, Atom: there's a seal here, but it's written too
small," observed his friendI'm going to get a magnify-
ing glass"

"l don't need it," tle robot boy said, peering at it
with his superview'lt says April 18,2232- property of
Dusan Ylich

"This Dusan Ylich must be the owner,"” Kenichi
concluded:'What do we do, Atom?"

"It's best to hide it in my house, it will be safer there
... then wéll find his address, and we'll go talk to him,"
he decided.

*k%*
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Dusan Ylich's fhotargwld wa
located in a very elegant neighbor-
hood."Though" Kenichi whistled."He must bea very
rich man"

"The computer says he cafdm Romanja, a cen-
tral European countrghat produces flowers, antibiotics
andfireworks," confirmed Atom."There he was a very
successful businessman: he was nicknamed 'the swords-
man of finance' ... then, sixteen years ago, he abandoned
everything and moved here, Metro City"

A liveried robot butler opened the door for
them."Who should | announce, gentlemerif' said
haughtily."Show your master this," Atom said handing
the printed sheet.

A minute later a distinguishddoking manshowed
up veryagitatediil r ecoghiazaedtehesé t
from my MagnumMhere is it will pay you any
amount to get it back!"

n We don't want mastre vy ,

Boywar ned hi m, Abut we want
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does your typewriter write by itselfnhd what are those
formulas?"

"Say absurd things ... the Magnum 777 was built at
the beginning of the 20th century, before the birth of
electronics ... itan't write itself!"mutterecdche man
balling up the paper and throwing it in a bask&hy-
way, it'smy... soif you don't give it back to md will
have to call the police and report you, boys!"

"Do it ... we'll tell our side of the story," Atom chal-
lenged him:'And for you to know, my name is Atom,
Atom Tetsuwan"

"And I'm KenichiShikishima... it was | who found
his typewriterin my garden" added the other before tak-
ing his leaveTen kilometers away, a nervous hand
turned off a switchil| was right to or
bug in that villa... you heard his namé®nichi Shiki-
shimaé Go thereforeand if you fail this time too, I'll
kick you in the back home# mysterious figureaidto

his minions.
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As the two boys crossed the corridor, a girhbbut
sixteencame to meet therfi. am the daughter of Dusan
Ylich," she introduced herselfl've heard your speeches
... | just wanted to tell you that my father igg@d and
honest man, and heouldn'thurt a fly ...do you believe
me, Mr.Shikishima?'she said staring at the boy.

Kenichi looked at her in delight: her body was as
supple as a reed, and her hair smelled of vidléis.
course | believe you, Miss Ylich ... you can call me
Kenichi if you want," he murmured.

"Very gladly, Kenichi" she replied smiling at
him."Thens ay 6.wm gafl me Oldrin"

*k%

On his returrKenichi found the door opehg came
in, and saw that the interior had been ransackep:
boards and drawers had been emptiee floor was cov-
ered with all sorts of objects thrown in bulkhey took
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nei ther Dad' s monbkegonsidaredr Mo
after searching aroun8q what were they looking for?

Someone behind him dropped a sack on fin@r
four hands immobilized him and lifted him off his
weight, loading him into the back seat of a car that started
off at breakneck speed, to stop half an hour later in front
of a pyrotechnic planiThere the boyvas released from
the sack and found three men with ugly faces before
him." Where is the Magnum 777asked a man with a
neatly shaved skull.

AWas it you who dllenevaerst at
tell you!" Kenichi exclaimedThe bald one slapped him
growling: "Don't waste our time, brat™You can even
kill me, but I'll never give you thaypewritet" he boldly
proclaimed.

"Uncover his arm," the boss ordered, extracting a
small vial and a syringe from a bayVith the truth se-
rum you will tell everything we want to knowhe

grinned.
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He sucked in the liquid and approached him threat-
eningly, but at the last moment the syringe was hit by a
laser beam and shattered into a thousand pi&bes.
gang | eader tur ned Shoathkim's aw
", he ordered his memvhen a squad of policemen burst
into the large hall'Hands up, cowardsthspector Ta-
washi ordered.

"How did you find me?'’Kenichi asked his friend.

"We were supposed to do our homework together,
remember?he answeredWhen | got to your house, |
saw that disaster, and | found a business card on the floor
showing the address of this factoryso | called the po-
lice and | rushed here," she said showing him a little rec-
tangle of plasticcoated paper.

"Piotr, Sasha, you are twdiots!" the boss barked
at his henchmeriHandcuff them and take them to the
cooler", said the inspector.

"You cannotithey are agents of the Romanian em-
bassy in Japarand are therefore covered by diplomatic

immunity," a short, plump man who emerged from the
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shadows warned therfAnd who are you to say
this?"asked the suspicious inspector.

"Maxim Smirnov, the Romanfeambassador: these
are my credentials" replied the man, handing an elec-
tronic document which Tawashi checked with his porta-
ble scanneri | have been a good f |
eversinclhhe came to |live in your
began to tell'Every month we get together for a family
dinner with my wife Vera and his daughter, Oldrin ...
once with me in the embassynce with him ... The day
before yesterday, as | was taking a break to smoke a ci-
gar, | sanwanold typewrter spit out a printed sheet and
read it out of curiosity: it contained the secrets of oxo-
mycin manufacturing ... "

"What is oxomycin?'Atom asked.

"An almost universal antibiotic of which Romanja
has theworld exclusive, and which forms the basis of
our prosperity ... its production techniques are a state se-
cret, and whoever steals thefroad is punished with
death" he continuedi | s ent rWyla Ych®ont s
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collect thetypewriter, in order to use it as a source of
evidence to accuse hiut he, or someone else, pre-
ceded them ... you know the rest"
"Your men have committeserious crimes against
a Japanese citizen, so it does not end thratet the in-
spectort hen he turned to the
meo, and made them get into
"Where do we go?Kenichi asked.

AHave a chat vedgaldgriblysan Y

*kk

"Are you, Kenichi?"Oldrin exclaimed coming to-
wards them wrapped in an impalpable nightgown, then
covered herself convulsively with her hant3-Oldrin
..." the boy murmured, blushing.

"We have reason to believe that you are exporting
top secret documents from Romemising the Magnum
777, Mr. Ylich," Tawashi began.
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"l already explained to the guys that my Magnsm
nota teleprinter!"the host burst out angrily.

ABut y O u prifteaisvden't yoe?d see you
have a nice collection ohechanical andlectronicde-
vicesé 0 the inspector replied, observing the stacked
shelves.

"Well, yes, | have one, that's there ... but | don't un-
derstand what relevance it has ..." Dusan Ylich answered
confused.

"Now we will see it" said the policeman, grabbing
the device.

AnCareful, you donlttoulchand
d a ma g e theenaréwarned him, but tiespector
didn'tlisten to him;he opened the chassis and found that
the interior was completely empty

ANow | under sYoatransfereedther y t h
teletype components inside the Magnum 777, and used

it to receive the formulas from her contact in
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RomanjalYou believed that no one would have paid at-
tention to a old device ... but the devil has put its tail"
hetriumphantly concluded.

"l ...l am innocent ..." Ylich stammered, turning to
look at her daughter.

"M-my father ... my father is a traitorhe mur-
mured bursting into tear&enichi handed her hisand-
kerchief."How good you are, Kenichi" she thanked
him."You remind me of a dear friend | met last year,
during a vacation in my country ..."

"Dusan Ylich, | declare you under arrest," the in-
spector said, handcuffing hitiyou will be extradited to

Romanja as soon as possible"

*k%

"What happened to the Roman agents who kid-
napped me?Kenichi asked his friend.
"They were expelled, forbidden to set foot in Japan

for the rest of their days," Atom replied.] woul d

h
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preferred that they were put in prison, but it's better than
not hi ngeé L oo ktheh showeng hirh the s a i
documentselating to a holidayor two in Romanja, all
inclusive.i | t is a gift from Amb
sign of gratitude for the services rendetedis coun-

tryé he even made me fagexpat ar
riationfor three @ys, just thinkiCome with me?he
proposed.

“I'm sorry, Atom, but | haveffered Oldrin to help
her take care dhe flowers inher garden,” the boy ex-
plained."You know, these dayshés so sad ... and so
sweet ..."

ADid you fall i nButshelsat wi t
least three years older than yoakclaimed the little ro-
botboy, then corrected himself: "I'm sorry, sometimes |
think like a human being ... but I'm happy for you"

ASo you go on vactEweuswmnh i n
| u c k yngpector Tawashi greeted hsitting at his
desk."What time are you leaving?"
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"At 3 pm," Atom replied.'Were you able to locate
the source of the broadcasts?"

" | knew you weren't going on a pleasure tfipge
replied, handing him a papéHere are the coordinates:
RomanjaGrandTown, 31Rose Avenugstaircase C, in-

terior 13... good hunting"

*k*k

"A taxi to Grand Town tourist?"a sprightly uni-
formed gentleman asked, taking off his K3t es, thank
you," Atom said.

The yellow car took off at full speetit can go
even slower, I'm in no hurryAstro Boymurmuredfeel-
ing himself tossed:Oh, but I'm going slow,"replied the
taxi driver."Don't you have guardrailsPie asked, look-
ing out the windowifiGuardwhat?l don't know what
t h ey thamam muditered.

After half an hour of travel, the taxi plunged into

the chaotic traffic of Grandlown without slowing
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down."Be careful, it went red!Atom warned
him."So?"he said." Here, red means gghead.. where
do you want to get off?"
"31 Rose Avenuéreplied the astral boy.
When they got there, Atom asked for the Bll/ait
... there are 4,981 dinars fpou, with my compliments,"
saidthe cabbiehanding him a pile of bills and coirn$
don't understand ... do you pay mé@"stunned.
ARomanja is very wel comi
agood stayo the man greeted
Atom entered the building, went up the stase C
and identified the interior 13Dragu Vassili," he mur-
mured as he read the narhe listened with his super-
hearing, discovering that the tenant was at hdhen
hemade a call with the radio placetside his chest, and
put himself on hold.
Fifteen minutes latelhe rangthe doorbell and
hid; "Who is it?"a male voice inside asked, then si-
lence.Atom rang againthis time a young man of about

twenty-five openedWhen he saw him, the little robot
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boy was stunned: he was the adult copy of
Kenichi!"Who are you?the man asked with an un-
friendly air.

“I'm Atom ... and you must be the 'dear friend', don't
you?"he addressed him.

"l do not know what you mean .tHe othemum-
bled, when fiveRomanjarpolicemenemerged from the
stairs and aimed their weapons at hiwassili Dragu,
you are under arregir espionage and betrayal the
homeland!"announced the highest rankirigust in time
... thank goodnessExclaimed the robot boy.

"l did nahing ... hey, wherelo you g&" shouted
thearrestechs Atomentered the house followed by the
officer." | hope you have told the trytbtherwise we'll
have to release him and we'll get in troybsaidthe hu-
man.The search was short: the teleprinter was on display
on the kitchen table, next to piles of confidential docu-

ments.
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"I have been betrayed," Vassili exclaimed as they
carried him away'lt's over for me ... but | won't go to

the other world alone"

*k*k

"The execution will take place in two hours," said
the chief ofRomanjampolice."Are you sure you want to
leave immediately?"

" 1 do not wish to attend the executioner's Waoek
plied Atom walking toward the taxi that was waiting for
him in the central square of &rdTown.

The journey to the airport was, if possible, even
morehecticthan theoutward journey.12,328 di-
nars?How, this time | pay?Astro Boyaskedupon arri-
val.

"What did you think?'the old marreplied,pocket-
ing the sum’On return, the two trips are paid, and the
loan is repaid ... with interest"
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As the craft wapreparing to fly over ChinaAtom
begged to arrive in timegnd pondered the unpleasant

truths he was supposed to reveal

*k*k

ABack al r &\Vedryg to deverdinl? the
agents that will bring him back to Roman|a%pector
Tawashimarveled Accompanying the prisoner in hand-
cuffs, in addition to the inspector and Smirnov, were
Oldrin and Kenichi’'Don't tell me you've already found
out the contact's namete exclaimed.

"He's called Vassili Dragu ... indedukwas called,
why he was hanged to 1GGrand Town timé he an-
swered pulling an electronic document out of his
jacket "Before the execution he revealed the name of
whoever hired him ... Miss Oldrin Ylich"

"Damn" she cursed opening her purdsee took
out a handful of magnesium powder whstte threw on

those present producirsgflash and cloud of smoke,
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and turned backGet out of my way, brat!She said to
Kenichi giving him a shove, but he grabbed hethzy
legsmaking her fall to the grountiNice shot' Atom
exclaimed.

"B-but what have you done, my daughteD?lsan
Ylich exclaimed.

“I'm not your daughter!She cried trying to free
herself."I| am Oldrin Zevon, daughter of Orpheus and
Magda Zevon, whom you murdered!"

"Whatis this story, Dusan?dsked the ambassa-
dor.Ylich bowed hs head.

" | was once a young financier thirsty for money
and glory... | decided to take over Chemintratke na-
tional company that produces the oxamm, and
sinceOrpheus Zevon, the owner, did not want to dell,
resorted to unfair means ..." he tdlbdpaid some dishon-
est journalists tdalselyaccuse hinof holdingcompany
fundsfor himself, and of being unfaithful to his wife ...
In the end, poor Magda died a broken heart fromgrief,
and Orpheus, desperatelled himself ... So | got his
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company f or dutthentl founc outinab n e y
the Zevons had left a few months old daughter, and eve-
rything |1 had done appeared to me for what it was: a
monst r obei ¢doptidued through tearsSo, |
adopted Oldrin, gave up all my businesses and moved
here with her, trying to give her the happiness she could-

n't get from her parents ... But how did you find out?"

Al wanted to t adiywurtichte me :
make you a birthday present
with hatred, Aso | ruymmage
covered the documents relating to my adoption;
searched for news on the Internet, and | foantithe

truth ... You killed them to be true to your reputation as

a 'swordsman of finance'dind spat on him.

"Take it easy!'Tawashi exclaimed, holding her
back." Why did you choose Vassili Dragu as an accom-
plice?

"l met him last year during a vacation in Romanja,"
Oldrin explained’l found that he worked at Che-

mintrax, and that he had access to the most confidential
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documents ... That fool was in love with me,| ®asily
convinced him to pass on the information at the most
suitable time for Ambassador Smirnov to notic&Vhen

the Magnum was stolehfeared that my plan would go
wrong, but then Kenichi found it ... and | thought that
fate was offering me a second chance to carry out my
revenge"

" The Romanja justice will also consider your po-
sition, Ylich" ruled the Ambassadoithen turned to his
men."Bring her on board and go"

“No!l don't want to die, | dont want to
die! Havemercyon me please! 'she begario cryout in
despair she turned to Kenichi and begged him: "Please,
Kenichi, save me!He said in a trembling voice, "Good-
bye ...Ice Princessand turned his back on her.

"Noooo!"she moaned collapsinfhe Romajan
agents grabbed her, dragged her up the laafdée pri-
vate jet into theockpit,then closed the hatch and the
plane headed for the runwawo minutes later it was a

white dot in the sky, getting smaller and smaller.
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"Kenichi, my friend,” Atom murmured, hug-
gingthe boy's shoulders.

"Take me home, Atom, please," he said, wiping his
tears with the back of his hand.

"Okay ... hold on tight" said the little robbby be-
fore taking off towards the Shikishinmmme



CHAPTERXV: RED SONJA

At 22:40 the New Year party was already in full
swing: whileat the karaokecorner Kaoru and her com-
panionssangTatta Hitotsu no OmoiShibugaki made his
entrance in the ballroom.l ' m i n gr eht
will amaze all the girls with my dance techniqule&'an-
nounced, swinging his pelvis.

"The only techniqugou excelat is cleaning up the
buffet,” Tamao commented.

"Now I'll fix you, big mouth!"the one exclaimed
running after him'Help! Save me, Atom!,"shouted the
four-eyedknow-it-all.

At that momen®Atom had eyes only for Nikiwhen
the orchestra started a slowe bowed deeply"Milady,
will you grant me this dance®e murmured.

"Gladly, Mr. Count... indeed, | grant you all my
carnet" she smiled at him, holding out her hand.
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"Atom and Niki are now together, and I'm happy
for them" sighed Hikaru Hiyama watching them spin
around the floor, "but I, will | ever find a guy who loves
me?"

"Hey, Hikaru" KenichiShikishimaurged her'For-
get Atom, | have to talk to you"

“I'm listening to you," she said, turning around.

"Hi-Hikaru, there .." he began to say stammering,
"it's beenm-more than a montthat we do our home-
work together, every day ..."

"Are you tired of me?Hikaru asked.

“No, no, far from it!"Kenichi exclaimed waving his
hand."l justwantedtot e | | you thateée ye
t el | vy oHeswalowedd&dbk courage and said in
one breath: "l like you, Hikaru Hiyama!"

She waspeechlessSorry, | shouldn't have been
so blunt ..." he continuelThe fact is that ... | consider
you an intelligentpretty and very, very swegtrl ... |
am alone, you are alone, so | thought that, if we put our

loneliness together, we calform a great couple ..."
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"But how dare you?She screamed, raising her
right hand.The boy closed his eyes and clenched his
teeth, preparing to receive a loud slap that never
came he opened his eyes again and found that she was
staring at him intenselyAll things considered, you're
not bad at all," she said, stroking his ché&hall we
danc@". In thekaraokecorner, the girls sangaiyou No
RakuerPromised Land

Meanwhile, in the National Museum, a robot guard-
ian felt theirresistibleimpulseto terminate her patrol
around and get close tocaystalshowcasghe smashed
it with his fist, took the heavy gold and black opal collar

that was inside it, and put it on ...

*k%

Around 1.40 am Atom and Niki were picking up the
rubbish making their way through the sleeping bod-
ieswhen Tawashi made his appearariarry to bother
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youtonight too, Atom, but something is happening at the
National Museum that doesn't bode well"

"Unfortunately, evil never sleeps, Inspector ... but
I'm wide awake too" replied theobotboy, taking off his
tail.

“I'm coming too," Niki said:Two robots are better
than one, aren't they?"

"Okay, but let's hurry the man said.

From theceiling of the museum an elegant neo-
classical building came a tongue of fire that was lost in
the darknessKeepcurious and journalists awaytte
inspector ordered his men.

"I can sense aevil mind," Atom murmured:'It
must be very powerful, if | can hear it from here ... In-
spector, hold Niki until | return!he said climbing over
the barrier and going insid@.N o ,  Awarmt ta tcome
with you!l want to help youPleag, Inspectorlet me
go!" the little robot girl imploredbut in vain.

As he walked along a dimly lit corridor, the astral

boy was attacked by two gelatinous creatures who
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wrapped him with their tentacléslhey're sucking my
energy ... if | don't free myself within two minugésvill
run out... Niki ..." he murmured.

"Okay, Inspector, | won't try to enter" Niki said,
raising two fingerand showing off her best smile, "but
at least let me go to the bathroom ... you know, | have to
pee"

"l did not know that robots had become so sophis-
ticated" Tawashi commented surprised, loosening his
grip and looking aroundSo, the nearest public bath-
room is ... Hey!"he shouted as the robot girl ran into the
museum.

We're at the usuathe told herself sadlyWe will
not be over";We'll be together forever" ... then as soon
as there is a danger, you load all the weight of the world
on your shoulders .Suddenlyshesaw him from afar
fight those blobsShe hadto help him, but how8he
wasn't strongé A gctaoghtlef r om
attention: it camérom a long, heavy sword.
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"What a strange light ... it shines like the sun, but it
doesn't hurt ..." she murmuresifie opened the case, took

up the weapon, and raised it up ...

*k*k

Astro Boywas almost devoid of energy when he
heard a female voice shout: "Retire, offsprindnell, or
you will taste the blade of Red Sonja, the-diegil of the
Hyrkanian steppesMe opened his eyes and saw a
short,red-haired girl, dressed in leather boots and a mesh
bikini, slicing up the creatures that held himmedi-
ately he felt the energy return inside hiwhile the ge-
latinous fragments were drying instantly.

Where did this girl come front®e wonderedEi-
ther way she saved me. A tall, hieratic figure appeared
out of nowhere in front of the swormdeman.n Ku | a n
Gath!0 sheexclaimed with hatred.

"You won't hinder mehis time again, she

devil!" the priesthissedforming a globe of fire in his
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hands and hurling it ateh "Be careful!"Atom shouted
grabbing her just in time arftbeing through the halls

ALeave me now o rlLedave nhel cut
said!"screamed the fierpaired girl, beating him with
fists and hitting him with the hilt of her broadswo&te
is speaking in ancierRersian,the little robotboy con-
sidered.'Take it easy! returned you the favor, didn't
you notice?'he said landing ia place he thought was
safe.i ¥Yu said your nameis Red Sonja, didn't
you?Where do you come from, and who is that kind of
madpriest who is angry with you?"

Al only answer you be
she saidfi | come from a norther
coasts of the Great Inland S&€n my seventeenthirth-
day,the mercenaries ¢fulan Gath- the mad priest, as
you called him- stormed our house and budet
down;my father, my mother and my two little broth-
erswer e massacred without me
are small and yascwesadaithasat un

look.
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“I'm small in stature, but | understand very well ...
and I'm sorry for you" repliethe astral boythinking
back to the violence he was about to commit when he
was desperate ... when Niki had not settirned "And
then, what happenedfié questioned her.

"ThenScathach, the great rdxhired goddess, ap-
peared to me," Red Sonja continued with an inspired
air." He promised to give me enough strength and cour-
age to do justigeas long as | used them to defend the
weak and the innocent, and do gote myself to any
man, if not to the man who had defeated me in altset
... S0 don't get strange ideas in your head, if youtcare
life!" she exclaimed brandishing her weapon.

"That's the last thing | think about ..." Atom started
to say, but two nets fell on them immobilizitigem."|
f eel é wshemurddred!'Me too ..."he saidthen
they both fainted.

*k%k
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When he opened his eydésstro Boyheard a mel-
lifluous voice address him in Japanese: "It took you a
while to wake up, iron manHMe found himself tied to
X-shaped gallowsuspended between two columns of an
Akkadianstyle templeRed Sonja was similarly
bourd. "You areKulan Gath... do you speak my lan-
guage?'he asked.

"A little spell, iron man," replied the priest.have
never met a being like you ... | will have fun studying
you for a long time, tearing you apart a little at a time"
helaughed

AKul an Gat h, S Talk to me,fnot t h e
him!" exclaimed the swordswoman in the meantime re-
coveredi How di d  yoarulastsfightavhadv e
rippedyour heart!"

"My science is superior to that of mere mort&sgd
Sonja," he repliedstroking the gold and black opal col-
lar he wore around his neclBefore taking my last
breath, |1 enclosed my mind in this jewel from which
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never separate, and | waited for a favorable astral con-
junction to allow me to find hospitality in a new body
... But now your end has comeHe reached out and two
other hideous creatures began to crawl out of a doater
low them, scramblingpwards theawny
hairedgirl. "Your sacrifice will mark the beginning of
my millennial reign,"Kulan Gathprophesiedii | wi ||
subdue the cities of Sumer and Assur, the kings of Bab-
ylon and Egypt will offer me tribute of bloodyy king-

dom will extendfrom the Phoenicias to the Medes, and
from the Hittites to the sea!"

This madmanthinkg s 3000 BCé or r
earlier, the little robotboy thought.l have to free Red
Sonj a, before those Dbl obs
He testedthe resistance of the chains and saw that they
gave way.

"You made a mistak&ulan Gath,” he ex-
claimed."These chains can bind a sacrificial bull ... but
they cannot hold a robot with the power of a hundred
thousand horses tight!'&nd having said thjshe freed
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himself, rose upo detach the lintel of the temple and
threw it on the creatures, throwing them back into the
abyss from which they had come out and closing it under
a ton of rubble”No!" yelled the evil priest.

" | underestimated you, littlguy,” she said brightly
as he freed'You are strong aa Cimmerian who was not
indifferent to me ... but he was three times taller than
you" andshe chuckled.

"Do not joke!You are as short as me, do you
see?'Atom retorted, waving his hand to her fore-
headWe are actually the same heighie reflectedlf
she didn't have a different hair color, she would be the
perfect copy of..

Kulan Gathhad recovered from his astonishmeént.
There are only three Dark Portals on earth, and you have
sealed this one perhaps forever ... The whole universe is
not big enough for you to escape my reveodgelbroke
outangrily asAstro Boyflew away taking the swords-
woman with him."Where are you taking md?2vant to

fight!" she protested.
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"We need taeachDoctor Ochanomizu," Atom re-
plied. "He will know what to do ... maybe"

"You will not reach anyone, iron man ... except the
dead!"exclaimed the sorcerer blocking their pas-
sage"Hide here, I'll take care of him" sailde astral boy
pushing the girl behind a column.

"Fool! Do you think youcan win with your bare
hands againgt powerful magician like
me?"sneereKulan GathHe fired a series of lightning
bolts at him, but Atom avoided them by getting closer
and closer!With spells you are good, priest ... but how
doyou get itin a melee?"andpushed hinagainst a win-
dow that shattered making them fall into the courtyard.

Seeing the flashes tdlecameras and cameras, and
the skyscrapers dfletro City sparkle behind the throng-
ing crowd, the sorcerer was stunnedi Mi ght 'y
Baal! Where has the city of Uruk gonef?8 exclaimed.

“I'l' be damned if | understand something!" Red
Sonja in turn raised his sword as if to protect himself.

nBut wher e amearewe?? | n what
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"Your world has been dead for thousands of years,
priest ... and you with itSaid the astral boy indig-
nantly,grabbing him by the neckYour end has come”

“No ... no ... leave me, iron man ..." he pleaded.

"Don't call me ‘iron man' .call me Astro Boy!'he
repliedhitting him with a colossal punch that made him
fall back into the museum.

A Wh did you do, you idiot¥ou should have
given him the coup de gratedhe addressed him, fol-
lowing him inside "Now that damn will absorb energy
from his collar and stand up ..."

"Are you talking about this, sword®man?"Atom
asked her, showing her the necklace he hellisin
hand;he leaned over th®botguardian, patted him on
the cheek, and he opened his eje8¥h en he spo
'hostbodies'| understood what | had to do to defeat
hi mé no &uwahGathé ¢ thenbe heard a me-
tallic clang and turned back.

Red Sonja had droppeeéitsword."Good joblittle

guy' she said, angdanished like smokéeavingin her
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place thdittle robot girl that collapsed in his arm8\-

Niki!" he exclaimed, holding her up.

*k%

"We examined the collar," Dr. Ochanomiater
explained tchim. "It contains a very advanced micro-
chip, which is activated when all the planets of the Solar
System align with the Earth, as happened last night ... |
spoke to the Prime Minister, and we aggtehat, for the
safety of the world, it is bettéo destroy it"

A Wh at about Whktwid becoraen ¢f a ?
her?"asked theobotboy.

“In the sword handle there is a similar microchip
too" said the scientist, "but that is activated only by re-
action to that oKulan Gath... We willkeep the
weaponn the armored archive of the Ministry of Sci-
ence, but | really believe that, once the collar is de-
stroyed, the swordswoman will never appeai@f
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“I'm on the spot, Doctor," Atom said into the com-
municator as he hovered in midair over the crater of an
active volcanoSuddenlythe sorcerer's voice came out
of thecollarin his hand:'Wear mé&"' he orderedii We a r
me and I'll give you the powerll give you the whole
world if ... "

The astral boy opendds fingersand the jewel
fell into the void emitting an inhuman cry, until it vapor-
ized in thefiery magma.'l don't know what to do with

the whole world ... | have Niki" he said.






CHAPTER XVI: THE WARNING OFATLAS

"What beautiful flowers!'exclaimed Hikaru kneel-
ing by aflower bed;she picked one up and stuck it iarh
hair."You are much more beautiful" Kenichi said.

"Thank you," sheaeplied, getting up, and the two

continued their walk in the park.

"ThankGod They are happy nhow t
Niki murmured looking at them from afd@t.l t ' s bee

long year full of happy and sad events for everyone, but
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we managed to get t hrough
getherDo you thinkso too, Atom?'he asked theo-
botboy.

"You're right, my sweet Niki," he replied, staring at

her tenderly’Now that Skunk is in jail, the world seems

to have become a quiet place ...", then he stopped ab-
ruptly.
"Atom ... hey, Atom, what's the matter with

you?"asked the astonished little robgitl; she looked
him in the face and saw that his eyes flashed3ad-

denly Atom started off towards thheoods and she fol-
lowed him worriedly.

They went deep into the forest, to a clearing where
the little robotboy came to his sensé8Vhere am I?'he
asked Niki.

"If you don't know ... you seemed mesmerized," she
said back.

"After a longtime, we'll see each other agamy

brother ... I'm glad to see you're okay" said a tall, sturdy
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robot, with red skin and a golden helmet on his head, ap-
pearing from behind &aee with a woman with blond
hairand an elegant appearance. "Atlas ... and Liv-
ian!" Atom exclaimedas he recognized them.

"Who is this girl?"Atlas asked curiously.

"Shes Niki, my partner,"” he replied, acting as a
shield for herand aiming his laser at his broth@&Ne
thought you were forever swallowed by that black hole
along with your Crystal Castle, Atlas ... how did you sur-
vive?"

"Lower your weapont'm not here to fight, but to
warn you," he said, then began to tefifter reemerging
from a white hole located ten thousand ligktars from
here,we drifted unconscious, until we were captured by
a spaceship of aliens, who interrogated us ..."

"Aliens?What do they look likeAnd why didn't
you run away?Atom asked in amazement.

AWe have neverwebageonlynehei r
robots, and heard voices from a loudspeaked we



224

couldn't escape. we were no longer masters of our-
selves" explained Atlasstill shakerby his memo-
resAiThe aliens used a hypnot
out of our mouth againstur will!l We had to tellthem
everything we knew about the Earth, its position, the hu-
mans who inhabit it and their civilization ... then they let

us go, thanking us for ghcting them to their new home-
land"

"Who tells me you're not lying to me, At-
las?"saidAstro Boysuspiciously:'You have always
had a penchant fawisted intrigues ... like when you
took a subway train hostage to convince me to ally with
you in your plan to become the ruler of the Universe"

"Atlas told you the truth, Atom," Livian inter-
jected."If you don't believe him, at least trust me ..." she
pleaded.

"After we were released, we followed the alien ship
without being discovered,” Atlas continuédT h e y
stopped around Alpha Centauri to build a large con-

tainerusing material taken from the asteroids, so we
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managed to get ahead of t
comehere to conquer Eart@ome with us, bring your
partner too, and save yourself, before it's too ldte!"
concluded.

"l could never leave my friends," Atom said reso-
lutely, declining the offer.If the Earth is attacked, | will
fight to defend it ... but thank ydor warning us"

" | knew you would refuse, Atonyoursense of jus-
tice is too strong, but had to try anywaylivian and
| will go to an uninhabited planet, to turn it into a suitable
home for useée Gygrddtyllegrdeied e v e

as a teleporter beam lifted them beyond the atmosphere.

*k%

"l find it hard to believe Atlas's words," said Dr.
Ochanomizu'He tried to deceive us too many times"
"But he seemed sincere ..." objected the little robot

boy.
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"I had never seen Atlas before" argued Niki, "but |
think he really wanted to make a last attempt to save his
brother from great danger”

Suddenly the light on the scientist's videophone
went on."Doctor Ochanomizu, you have to come to
thelabright away!"exclaimed aralarmedoperator.

"A large unidentified flying objedhas entered the
Solar System, and is approaching at the spetshahil-
lion kilometers per secondDr. Kisaragi excitedly ex-
plained when they were there.

"But it's more than thirty times the speed of

light!" Ochanomizu exclaimed. | t " s t hemé it
iens!I'm afraid, Atom!"exclaimed the robot girl, hug-
ging him.

" How soon will they arrive in Earth's orbitasked
the doctor.

"Seventy seconds," replied his assistant.

"Frame them with the telescopd¢lie man or-
dered.On the screen appeared the image of a vehicle

consisting of a main bodgbout twentkilometers
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longand a secondary bodigur times largerjoined
through a corridorfrom the mothershisprang outa
long cylinder pointing towards Earttt looks like a
cannon," murmured Atom, when a flash of light came

out of the mouth of the instrumentand hewvent out.

*k%k
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When he opened hesyes,he heard Miss Kisaragi
exclaim indisbelief.: "He's recovered, doctofNiki
woke up too," confirmed an assistdi#tll systems have
reactivated ... it's unbelievabletiurmured anothellI'm
receiving messages from New York, Berlin, Moscow, sir
...theyconfirm thateverythings returnedo run: robots,
computers, power lines, all at the same tinoetifirmed
a thirdmanwith a sigh of relief.

"Atom!" Niki exclaimed taking refuge in his
arms."What happened, Doctor Ochanomizé&tro
Boy asked still bewildered.

"A terrible thing," the doctor explained disconso-
lately."The electromagnetic wave emitted by the
weapon has turned off adllectronicsystems in every
corner of the planeaind soon after that, thousands of fly-
ing drones came out of that ship and speaetywhere
and they started to kidnap humans left and rig¥e!
could not make an exact count because computers and
telecommunications were blocked until a minute

ago,but there are so many and as if that were not
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enough, thousands afetaine@s took advantage of the
blackout to escape, and among them there is also that
Skunk rascab hesighed.

An hour later the war council met, in electronic con-
nection with the best scientisia the planeand with the
heads of government of the various countfiest's take
stock,"” Ochanomizu begafihe total number of hu-
mans abducted amounts to 2,398,588,27

"With what criteria did they choose them&tom
asked.

" We do not know ... they took people of all kinds:
whites, blacks, Asians, men, women, rich, poor ... even
43 offenders on probationthe Japanes@rime Minister
explained confusedWe dumped all their data in here,
Atom: maybe your ultrafast brain can find a connection
..." he said handing him a USndrivethat he inserted
into his chest concentratintyyo minutes later he said:
"The only thing common to all the abductees ... is that
they are between the ages of twenty and fifty, and are in
perfect halth"
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"Between twenty and fifty years the human body is
in the midst ofdevelopment" murmured Dr. Kisaragi bit-
ing hernailsin a panic."Maybe the aliens are cannibals
... and they ate them!"

"Please Yuko!",Dr Honda, Dr Tenma's assistant,
intervenediit We wi | | not get out
let ourselves be overcome by despdiieé have to think
positively!"

“In words it is easy, but .. whadn we
do?"Tenmaaskeddisconsolately.

"Let's try tosolve the most immediate problems"
proposed theobotboy. "Where is the alien ship now?"

"It is alwaysthirty-six thousandkilometers above
sea level, fixed above the South Atlantic" replied
Ochanomizu, "evidently those damned are preparing to
make another load ..."

"First we need to destroy their cannon before they
can use it agairt, Atom said."We will need an atomic
bomb ..."
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"You will have it," promised the President of the
United States'You will have everything you need ... but
we will also have to find out what happened to the people
kidnapped"

"Maybe they were locked up in thiaig container’’

Niki ventured."If so, we could try to free them ..."

A Wh iathe aliengun awayf | understand cor-
rectly, their spaceship can travel faster than leght w e
would never find them againthe German Chancellor
intervened

AWe can, I n s tHans @€rgerawha o u n
had hitherto remained broodingyeryone turned to look
at him in amazemernitl was about to call a press confer-
ence, before this pandemonium happehédally man-
aged to build a prototype afspacevarpengine ... and
if, as you said, among the abductees there are criminals
on probation, we can hook the signal transmitted from
their electronic braceletsnd followthemwherever they
go, even to the otheideof the Galaxy"
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"You are truly a genius, doctoréxclaimedhe lit-
tle robot boy, trying a new hopé'Have you already
tested the engine?"

"l didn't have the chance," the man explairi€ézh
paper, the odds of success are 70% ... which means there
is a three out of ten chance that the engine will explode
upon ignition, killing the crew"

“I'll be the crew," halecided.'l am a robot, | am
expendable"

"I will go with you" Niki said.” Don't try to
dissuade me this time, because you won't be able to

"All right," Atom replied, taking her handWe will

go all the way together"



CHAPTER XVII: BATTLE FOREARTH

"We are about to landt Leichester military
base,"announced the pilot of the largargo plane car-
rying the prototype of the engine designed by Dr. Ber-
ger."The British Empire was very kind to put the space-
ship they were building at our disposal,” Nikiipted out
as she looked out of the window at the expanse of grassy
meadows that flowed below them.

"They did the only logical thing right now," Dr.
Ochanomizu repliedWe are all in the same boat,
andwe will only be saved if wall work together"

After disembarking, demale officer met them?
They didn't send one of their own to greet usut-
teredin Japanestspector Tawashil have known a
Englishfemalecop, years agshe hadvhite skin, blond
hair, wide hips and a bulbous nose ... this one lere,
steadis tall and thin, has black hair, dark skin and even

a nice face"
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"Britannia welcomes people of different ethnic
groups and cultures ... my fatheas South African, my
mother Jamaican, and | speak eight languaggswell,
including yours" she retorted as the inspeatade him-
self smalj thenshe saluted anohtroducedlers e | f : fi M.
jor Antonia Thompson, of the British Aerospace
ForcesFollow me, please"

Down a corridor they were approached by an assis-
tant."Toto, you should sign this ..." he said to the major
handing her a tablet and an electronic pen.

"l already told you that | don't want to be called by
that nickname ... | hate it" she answered coldly as she
continued on her wayBut ... until three days ago you

liked it ..." he murmured in amazement.

*k%k

"The ship is ready for takeff,” Antonia Thompson
announced to the guests from the Rising
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Sun."We named itlkarugain your honor ..I hope it
makes you fly very high, Atom"

"Is the nuclear warhead readyf. Ochanomizu
inquired.

AAf f i rimwa$ a power of 25 kilotons it
should be more than emshl®eugh
replied.She pressed angf thebuttons on the screen ta-
ble and continued: "The instruments detected a growing
accumulation of energy in that weapon: they will be
ready to shoot again in ten hours ... We will attack them
en massat 6 o'clock to create a diversigrgu will take
the opportunity to approach without being noticed, throw
the bomb inside the barrel and save yourself before the
detonation"

“Try to get back safe and sound," tledotboy rec-
ommended.

"Don't worry," the officer replied: The soldiers of
Britain do not die even if they kill thém

That night Niki had no desire to sleep at dile

wandered aimlessly around the base, and saw the major
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intenton convulsively pressing the keys of a mobile
phone."Answer ... please let me answer shé muttered
to herself and then gave up orehattempts:'Who is
there?"she exclaimed hearing a noise behirmd h

"I'm Niki, don't be afraid" the little robagirl came
forward trying to calm her dowishe looked at hean-
grily. "Didn't your robot nanny teach you not to eaves-
drop?"she asked provocatively.

AAre you trying to commu
kidnapped people®/ho is it?"Niki asked irturn. Anto-
nia Thompson crouched on the metal floor.

"His name is Leo ... Leonhard Steinerhe words
began to flow out of her mouth like a raging rivéte
was the one who nicknamed me Toto ... he said that my
hairstyle reminded him of Dorothy's puppy, the protago-
nist of The Wizard of Oz. He was taken away before
my eyes, and | couldn't do anything to save hirhtry
to show myself strong in front of other® give them
courage, but | would just ..dhd she burst into tears like
a child
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AWe wi I[himblarcikng o youé we
them all back homéddon't lose thén o p #e robot girl
promised, hugging her.

*k*k

Supporting the heawjeviceAtom headed towards
the alien ship following an oblique trajectory, while five
thousand meters below him the British shuttles faced the
enemy dronesSuddenlya laser beam severed both
wings of the vehicle piloted by the majtiRon't let me
down, super bg" she cried as the craft crashed.

"Major Thompson!'he exclaimed in anguish.

“Call me Toto ... and say hello to your partner” she
replied before jumping off with the parachute.

Astro Boyhad now achieved his godle activated
the detonator and threw thaarheadstraight into the bar-
rel, exclaiming: "Eat this candy!", theme headed for

Earth.Four seconds later the cannon exploded into
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athousand piece$l've done it!"he exulted landing in
the English base

" The alien ship is moving awaytom ...andis
taking its load away with it warned Dr.
Ochanomizu’Get on board and leavew, and good

luck!"



CHAPTER XVIIl: TOGETHERFOREVER

flkarugahas 1.3 times the spe
evidently the container weighs them dowimey'll reach
t hem 1 n ab o uthe radaw techriic@mmu ans , 0
nounced.

“Let's hope thewill do," Dr. Honda pleadedoc-
tor Tenma approached her: "Asuka, | have to tell you
something," he began.

"This is the first time you call me by my name ...
are you okay?she asked.

"Asuka, for fifteen years you have been a precious
collaborator for me ..." the man continued, taking his
courage gradually'You always encouraged nt@ con-
tinue my work, even when | wanted to give up every-
thing ...you were the first to believe in my peact to cre-
ate a robot with a human heart, and you defended Atom
even when repudiatedhim... You have always been

able to see beyond my gruff rind ... "
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"Umataro ... what do you want to tell ma®@ur-
mured Dr. Honda, looking him in the eye.

AEver since | | oslamkeoys hi e
alone, 0 he s ai"dsukatifaAtomang h e
Niki would return victoriousandmankindhad a future,
would you marry me?"

"For fifteen years | have been waiting to hear these

words " she said, and kissed him.

*kk

Ikarugahad joined the alien shifiThat appears to
be an access hatch ... let's gatbm saidputting on the
autopilot.

The two robotenteredanddrew into what ap-
peared to be a decompression chantherhatch closed
behind them, and the room was filled with a mixture of
gassesimilar in composition téhe Earth's atmos-
phere."Now we know theyre humanoids," the little ro-

bot boy mused.
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They found themselves in a huge room occupied by
an endless number of capsules, many of which had
within them an inanimate human bei@gmnong them
Atom recognized the young Polynesi@amanwho had
once cut off his head wworship it as a fetisifii Th ey ' r €
alive, At o mé Theyeayein susperaldd| a
a ni ma iNiki@xplaied after examining them with

her instruments.
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"Is it possible that they really want to eat thern@"
wondered whetwo large anthropomorphic robots ap-
pearedrom a corridor'Follow us" they said in Japa-
nese with a metallic voice.

"How do you know oufanguage?asked the astral
boy.

" We learned it from two of your companiowso
we captured in space long ago," replied a voice coming
from a loudspeakefNow go with them, we are waiting
for you"

"We can't fight in the midst of all these hibernating
people,"Niki warned him."We have to play their game
for the moment"

They found themselves in front of a large com-
puter."I'm Atom, and she's Niki ... Let me see
you!" Atom exclaimed.

"Here we are, Atom: we are right in front of you"
said the voice frolmside the computer leaving them

stunned.
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" Why did you attack usPwant to knowit! " Astro
Boy asked.

" Well, we'll answerour question,” another voice
sadiOur people I ived on a
Galaxy, in a binary system made up of a yellow sun like
yours, and a blue su@®ne unfortunate day our astrono-
mersdiscovered that the blue sun wdllecome a su-
pernova within a few decades, exploding and erasimg





